
What to expect from your Class:  
 
1. If you register to take an OI online class, about a week before the class starts, the CANVAS 
site will be ready for the students, and you will receive an invitation to join CANVAS. CANVAS is 
the University of Chicago's online platform where online classes are based.  
 
2. You will receive Zoom links in CANVAS to the live sessions. These sessions will be recorded 
and available online for you to view later.  
 
3. In addition to access to the Zoom meetings and recordings of those meetings, you will 
receive readings and access to the discussion board if you have questions.  
 
4. The instructor may decide to share a PDF of their PowerPoint slides. If the instructor chooses 
not to share a PowerPoint of their slides, you can always view the slides again in the recordings 
as many times as you wish. 
 
Your CANVAS invitation: 
 

 
 



 
 
If you see this page instead, it means that you have at some point in the past been invited to 
join a CANVAS course and already have a password:  
 

 
Select "login without a cnet id," you will then see the following page. If you do not remember 
your passwords, please click the "forgot password button" to reset it. If you do not receive a 



reset password email, please contact Tasha Vorderstrasse (tkvorder@uchicago.edu) as you will 
probably need to be re-sent the invitation. This normally solves the problem.  
 

 
 
Once you are logged in and are on CANVAS, you can then start to investigate what your 
particular class has to offer. Once you go into your class site you will see a course home page, 
which will contain information about what is in a particular course:  
 

 
 
You should see a list on the left hand side of your screen:  
 



 
 
If you do not see a list on the left hand side of your screen, click on the bars on the top of the 
screen:  
 

 
 
Your online class readings are located in different places, depending on the course instructor. 
Sometimes these readings are located in the syllabus page:  
 



 
 
In some cases, the class readings might be located in the modules section. If modules are 
enabled, you will see it below syllabus. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
In most cases, you will be able to download the readings from the syllabus/modules section of 
CANVAS. You can click on the reading to download it:  
 



 
 
In some cases, the article will not load on the screen. If you are able to download the article, 
simply download it to your computer:  

 
 
In other cases, you may not be able to download the article and can only view it online for 
copyright reasons. The article may appear not to load, and you may receive an error message. 
Please click on the hyperlinked title to access the article online:  
 



 
 
Join a Zoom Meeting on CANVAS 
 
Click on Zoom - University of Chicago Main Account on the left hand side of your screen 
 

 
 
When class is about to start, click on the Join button 
 



 
 
To watch the recordings click on the Panopto Video button to access the videos and then you 
should see the available videos. Some instructors also post links to their videos in the syllabus 
or other parts of the site. You will be informed if this is the case.  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 


