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18. October, 1927 

 

The excavation of the outer area of Medinet Habu by the Epigraphic and Archaeological 

Expedition was prepared in Spring 1927, at the initiative of the director of the Oriental Institute, 

Professor Dr. Breasted.  Professor Dr. H. H. Nelson is field director of the expedition. Professor 

Dr. U. Hölscher from Hannover will lead the excavation, assisted by DeLoach from Chicago and 

architect Steckeweh from Hannover. 

 

On October 17, upon my arrival in Cairo, I received a letter from Dr. Nelson, who has 

been in Luxor for some time, informing me that our concession will only go into effect on 

December 1 (!).  I immediately went to the museum and received from Mr. Gauthier a personal 

authorization that I could start working immediately. Furthermore, while in the museum I 

learned that the Director General has no objections to the construction of a small field house 

within the area of Medinet Habu and barracks for the Quftis outside of the temple area.  The 

details of the location will be determined together with Tewfik Effendi in Luxor.   

 

I then made all sorts of purchases for the excavation house and the work, drawing 

materials, flatware, etc. 

 

Arrival of Hölscher and his wife in Luxor early on October 18.  De Loach is already 

there. The Reis Hamid, who had served as head reis in Megiddo, has already been there for 

several days. Dr. Nelson had given him my instructions that he should come back on the 20th of 

October with three men. 

 

  



 



Wednesday, October 19 

 

The field railway we ordered hasn’t arrived yet and neither have the diaries, the list of 

finds or the payroll lists. I would like to place the excavation house behind the temple, at point 

“a” [see diagram Page 3] on a hill located there, so that we can oversee as much as possible. The 

embankment for the field railway b-c [see diagram], which is still here from earlier digs, will be 

used again for the time being. The team should start at point c and move forward towards the 

east wall. Later on, the debris can be brought out toward the south over the ridge [Sattel] (d).  

The house for the workers (30 Quftis) should be built west of the back of the temple, in 

the direction c-b. [plan of temple area] 

 

Thursday, October 20 

 

The preparations are moving forward slowly, because Tewfik Effendi, whose consent is 

required for the construction, is still in Cairo. Oppressive heat. 

 

Friday, October 21 

 

Reis Hamid has arrived with three men from the Megiddo team, Awadalla, Soliman, and 

Moh-Jussuf.  Furthermore, at my suggestion little Moh-Ali Sargh has come along as drafting-boy 

[Zeichenboy]. They will stay in a tent at first. 

I was in Luxor in the afternoon to speak with Mahmud Eff., representing Tewfik Eff., 

about the beginning of our work and the construction of the house.  He told me that Tewfik 

would return early tomorrow, that he would communicate my intentions to him and would 

immediately let me know personally. 

 

  



 



Saturday, October 22 

 

Mahmud Eff. arrived at 9:30, and we toured the excavation and the place where we 

intend to build the house. He agreed with everything in Tewfik’s name.  A guardhouse will be 

built out of mudbricks near point d. 

Work to get the materials begins immediately. 

 

DeLoach is in bed with a fever (malaria from Megiddo?) The excavation railway we 

ordered has finally arrived in Feluke near Luxor.  Reis Hamid is organizing the camel transport 

(36 loads) to the temple. 

 

Sunday, October 23 

 

The house for the workers consists of three rooms, each housing 10 men plus an extra 

room for the Reis. The courtyard will be enclosed by a wall. [plan of workers’ house] 

Reis Hamid has put a call out for Quftis, so that we can hire enough people for the 

excavation (26 men). He will give them money for travel expenses and ask them to arrive next 

Friday. 

 

Monday, October 24 

 

Hamid comes back from Qurna. Payment to 8 helpers, who helped with the preparation 

of the construction site for two days. Salary per worker: 6 piaster daily, for boys 2 ½ -3 piasters. 

 

Tuesday, October 25 

 

A day off because of the market that takes place Tuesdays in Luxor.  The house 

construction for the Quftis progresses slowly, because we are short of bricks. 

Hölscher and his wife are in the Luxor temple. 

 

  



 



Wednesday, October 26 

 

Test excavations on the west outside of the enclosure in order to study the condition of 

the land under the old pile of debris. Close to the enclosure, or rather its later construction, there 

are no building remains to be found above the “natural” ground level. A path goes by the other 

side of the pile of debris; on the other side of that building remains can be seen. For the time 

being, we probably won’t go that far with our debris.   

The ground for the excavation house was plotted and the house staked out. 

 

Thursday, October 27 

 

The house for the Quftis is almost finished. At noon the newly hired men arrived, among 

them Mahmud, who was Reis last year at my small excavation in the temple.  We now have all 

together 31 Quftis. 

 

Friday, Oct. 28 

 

Old Musa from Qurna, who told me 8 days ago that he knew of a splendid granite statue 

inside of the tank of Medinet Habu, came by again today and showed me, with amusing 

secretiveness, the location to the southwest of the 18th dynasty temple. It is probably a “Tutmes” 

of black granite. 

The test excavation outside of the west side of the enclosure didn’t produce anything of 

interest.  People are working inside on extending and placing the excavation railway rails.  

 

Saturday, Oct. 29 

 

The Qufti house is finally finished, except for the room for the Reis and the enclosure. 

 

  



 



In the morning at the beginning of work there was an enormous rush of people who 

wanted to have a job. About 100 men sat on the south wall and about 150 men on the west wall.  

The Reis’ order to go home, because no more people were needed at the moment, didn’t have 

any effect. Instead the people—at first apparently playfully—let loose a hail of stones on our 

people.  The “singer” Soliman received a serious head injury as a result.   

When I came by a half an hour later after breakfast, I had the wall cleared off, which 

didn’t happen without a lot of trouble and lots of opposition. In the meantime Dr. Nelson arrived. 

We decided that he should go to Luxor immediately to contact the police. In the meantime I 

dismissed the nine men from Qurna and Bain [?], who had been working for us.   

At about 11 am a young police officer appeared from the police station in Luxor to 

determine the facts of what had happened and to alert the relevant omdas and village guards. 

Nothing of consequence came out of it, but we hope that the result of the whole affair is that 

similar events don’t happen again.  

 

As a result of Musa’s statement, we start to excavate the enclosure of the Small Temple. 

Up to now it has presented us with many questions. 

 

Saturday, October 30 

 

I was in Medinet Habu before sunrise to make sure that everything was going forward 

peacefully. 

All the workers are concentrated on excavation of the Small Temple. We are following 

the wide mud brick wall to the left and the right of the Gate of Nectanebo. 

Construction of the house has begun. 

 

  



 



Monday, Oct. 31 

 

The Wall of Nectanebo is being followed further. At the same time, we are making a start 

on the inner mud brick wall, which Daressy called “mur primitiv.”  The “uninscribed gate” is 

located in this wall.  

 

Tuesday, November 1 

 

Day off.  

We run errands for the excavation house in Luxor. Engineer Steckeweh arrives. 

 

Wednesday, November 2 

 

The Wall of Nectanebo has been followed up to 20 meters from the big pylon of Ramses 

III. There it transitions into smaller buildings, among which 2 square buildings and several very 

little round ones can be seen. Ibrahim Saleah, who had worked with us in Tell Amarna, claims he 

sees plant holes (!) in the holes dug into the clay floor.  The Nectanebo Wall was constructed of 

tiles with different formats and overlaps the wall of the High Gate. The alignment [Flucht? 

”path”] and northwest corner of the High Gate can be seen clearly. Right next to it the big inner 

mudbrick wall continues on. Only about 10 to 15 meters of that wall seem to be fairly well 

preserved.  The continuation is not in the alignment and has obviously been constructed out of 

other material. On the other hand, the drainage pavement by the wall, which was constructed out 

of big stone slabs, has been fairly well preserved and shows the original alignment of the wall. In 

this drainage pavement near to the “uninscribed gate” is a stone slab, which bears the name 

Ramses II, and a broken stele, which is not in situ, with the names of Schepenwepet and Ramses 

III.   

The west alignment [Flucht] of this wall is situated right behind the rear wall of the Small 

Temple—contrary to what Daressy said (!) – The space between the walls is only about 2 meters 

wide and is cut off to the north by a stone gate. 

 

  



 



On its exterior in hieroglyphs the scratched-out cartouche [sketch of cartouche…mry-

Imn] It is not yet determined which “Meriamon” it refers to or which period the gate belongs to.   

 

Thursday, November 3, 1927 

 

 A large piece of the foundation has been knocked out of the wall, which runs right 

behind the Small Temple.  Large square stones have been packed into it as foundation for a later 

wall built on the old one. Next to it in the debris a Byzantine gold coin (Find number M.H.27.1) 

apparently Heraklius and his two sons (7th century?) and on the other side Victoria and a Greek 

word that hasn’t been deciphered yet; underneath the abbreviation for Constantinople. Under the 

square stones is a granite table for sacrifices, 2 capitals of cluster columns, an approximately 250 

meter long cavetto the under half of which is richly ornamented and painted. Obviously very 

late. [sketch] Photo I1. 

To the west of that a round corn silo is seen. [sketch] Inside that, but on a lower level, 

stands a stela near a [insert sketch, page 8], the southern side post of which has remained in situ 

and probably belongs to the second half of the 18th or 19th Dynasty. With that we are finally on 

firm ground for further dating! Photo 1 2.  Inscription see page 16! [note in the margin in 

different handwriting:  A mistake! The doorframe is secondary!] 

During a tour of the Small Temple with Edgerton I noticed that in the pillared hall behind 

the pylon of Taharka the paving stones, on which the columns stood, have partial late Ptolemaic 

inscriptions on which there is mortar, which means that they are from a later period than this 

one! In the pylon of Taharka the square stones were placed under the door support later! The 

room with the original pylons that project inwards had a wooden ceiling! 

 

  



 



Friday, November 4, 1927 

 

The concave [or hollow] channel stone we found yesterday belongs to the structure we 

have called the “Daressy Gate.” It stands to the northwest of the Small Temple and was built by 

Daressy out of square stones that he found during his “excavations” and erected at a place of his 

discretion. This gate bears the cartouche of Emperor Domitian. Therefore the aforementioned 

wall foundation, in which the concave channel stone was found, was made only after the 

destruction of this gate, which was made at the time of Domitian. This points to late antiquity 

and corresponds perhaps to the dating of the gold coin from the 7th century. [check sequence of 

events] 

The whole surface behind the temple is covered by a clay surface that spreads over the 

rest of the older worn-down wall. It is a tamped-down floor of many layers, one of which is 

astonishingly red. At first, I thought it was a layer of burned material, but now I assume that it 

was tamped down with baked tiles. This surface seems to me to represent the most recent layer in 

this area. 

 

Saturday, November 5 

 

We went deeper at the southwest corner of the drainage tiles and found a pavement made 

of irregular 30-40 cm sized slabs right above the natural ground. The date isn’t known yet. 

The whole area between the south wall of the temple in the wall of Nectanebo is now 

being opened up.  So I rehired the 9 men from Gourna and Barait, who had been let go last week.   

Between the two big brick walls were found—to the south adjacent to the drainage tiles—6 

square brick slabs at equal distance from one another.  They were apparently foundations of light 

columns or posts. 

In a northerly direction we got to the Domitian Gate (Daressy’s Gate) and will stop there 

for the time being. 

 

  



 



Sunday, November 6.  

 

Mr. DeLoach is beginning the measurement of the area at the Small Temple. Steckeweh 

undertook the survey of the main area of this year’s excavation in August.  

The construction of the house is almost finished. The same is true of the house for the 

Reis and the courtyard of the Qufti house. 

Finds:  A little seal in the debris. Faience, damaged. (M.H.27.2) [sketch: OIM  E14953] 

 2. A crude little clay figurine with its head turned up, 7 cm. (M.H. 27.3). Both were found 

between the so-called Nectanebo Wall and the “mur primitiv.” [sketch OIM E15520] 

 

Monday, November 7.  

 

Right next to the High Gate we found a brick house from a later period between the two 

big brick walls. 

10 new men and 20 boys have been hired to work on Wednesday, half from Barat and 

half from Gourna. 

 

Tuesday November 8.  

 

Day of rest.  Hölscher is in Luxor to shop for the excavation house. 

 

Wednesday, November 9. 

 

5 men and 10 boys have been newly hired from Barat and 5 men and 10 boys from 

Gourna.  2 “Fengen” have been formed, the second has been set out to work under Mahmoud 

Abd el Mejir on the field railway, where work had been carried out in the week until October 29. 

Only debris was moved there. 

In the eastern work area they dug deep between the two big brick walls and directly next 

to the Small Temple of the XVIII Dynasty. [plan] At point 1 in sketch #1 at a depth of 45 cm 

under the protruding drainage tiles [Traufpflaster] we found a big grey-green faience ushabti 

belonging to Princess Nitocris, whose grave chapel lies on the other side. The foot is missing. 

Right near it were 

 

  



 



several little bronze figures, completely covered in verdigris, apparently of Osiris or someone 

similar. 

 

Thursday, November 10 

 

At the head of the railway only loose debris, which was apparently disturbed during an 

earlier excavation, because there were no new finds. 

At the temple of the 18th Dynasty, at the same place where we found the ushabti of 

Nitocris, we found several pieces of very beautiful ushabtis made of black granite belonging to 

“Amenirdis” [cartouche of Amenirdis] (M.H. 27.5), which were made up of several figures, 

which don’t yet fit together. Also a faience ushabti similar to the one found yesterday of Nitocris. 

(M.H. 27.4a) also without lower foot/pedestal. 

By e [plan Small Temple] between the dallage and the brick walls we dig very deep. The 

brick wall we mentioned makes an excellent impression. By e a bronze hook with a duck’s head 

(M.H.27 6a), [sketch] and next to it a little ivory cane and smaller faience objects. (M.H. 27.66 u 

e?) 

 

Friday, November 11 

 

Many pieces of the ushabtis mentioned above are being dug up, for the time being very 

good ones. Next to them there were also some from Shepenwepet  (all inventoried under 

M.H.27.5 a-x). Right near it (“a” in the above sketch) a very big head of a canopic jar (M.H. 

27.7), alabaster, Horus head, quite undamaged.  It stood on a protruding stone layer, see photo 

B1, A25.  Only insignificant pieces of the canopic jar that belong to the head were found.  

 

  



 



At the head of the field railway walls from the Ramses time are emerging, but they are 

only very low. 

At point e (in sketch 5, page 5) an unopened grave with broken-in ceiling slabs appears. 

One of the ceiling slabs has on it the ornament of the flying vulture, so it must come from the 

ceiling of a destroyed building. The entrance to the grave is blocked by stones (from the east). 

(26-28 Photo) 

Winlock, who will begin with his work this morning, tells me that he paid the following 

salaries last year:  men 6 P.T. , boys 3, excavation railway chaps 5 P.T. He paid the following to 

his people from Quft: the group Reis 11 P.T, their representatives 10, the people who have been 

working for him longer 9, the youngest among them 7 P.T. 

[In different handwriting]  Many ushabtis of Nitocris (M.H. 27.4a – Photo B 4+ 5). 

 

Saturday, November 12 

 

Settling of accounts with Abadalla regarding construction of the house for the Qufti and 

the directing of the excavation came to 9370.5 P.T.  I will let the unskilled workers build the 

guardhouse. 

In the morning with Carter looking at the latest things from the Tutankhamen grave. 

Canopic chest! 

Construction of the excavation railway will begin. Mahmud Hari is appointed railway 

“minister.” The crews will be set out next week at points a and b according to the sketch [page 

12] and move forward toward the east.   

Not much new at the temple of the 18th dynasty.  Fragments of a statue, an Osiris statuette 

holding both hands in front of him, [sketch of statuette] black granite, about 20 x 30 cm (M.H. 

27.8a); fragment of a little sitting figure of a private man [ordinary citizen], preserved, black 

granite, M.H.27.8b. 

 

  



 



Sunday, November 13 

 

Group 1 is working to the south and to the west of the Small Temple. Nothing new is 

found to the west. To the south at point “a” in the sketch on page 11, they found a mummified 

package which was gold covered with blue and red buttons [Tasten”] probably the contents of a 

canopic jar, see photo B2 and B3. Next to it 2 bronze plumes, [sketch] gold covered and with 

inlays and right next to that a uraeus. A small distance from that an Osiris [“Gash? Illegible 

word] with copper inlays. (M.H. 27.9)1  

Near e (see sketch on page 11) an apparently unopened grave has been found.  

 

Monday, November 14 

 

The “unopened grave” turns out to be an entrance to a so-called Nilometer, therefore a 

well. There is still water down below! 

Right next to the above-mentioned finds M.H.27.9 a child’s grave is found, bones still 

present, no trace of mummification or anything similar. 

Payments as follows:  to the people from Bairat and Qurna all together 1182 

+67.5=1249.5 P.T. plus advances for the Qufti. 

 

Tuesday, November 15 

 

New division of the teams into 3 Fergen. The leaders are: 

Ferge I: Ali Achmed Hamit as Sanâk and Awadalla Moh. Geith Res el Kubaniya. 

Ferge II: Mahmud ab del Gelil as Sanâk and Soliman Achmed Mahmud as Res el Kubaniya. 

Ferge III: Ibrahim Salim as Sanâk and Taher Achmed Hassan as Res el Kubaniya. 

In addition there are 10 specialists for the delicate work and Mahmud Hawi and 5 men 

for the railway. 

 

  

 
1 MH 27.9 lists only faience objects. 



 



Each group consists of 10 men with, if possible, 2 boys each; we are short a few of the 

latter. 

 

Wednesday, November 16 

 

After the call to work we had problems with people who pushed forward in great number, 

trying to get work. I could only get rid of the unfortunate people by sending for the omdas of the 

nearby villages to restore order, otherwise I would have had to call for the police in Luxor.  

Finally at about 11 o’clock, after the personal appearance of the two omdas, the area of Medinet 

Habu was cleared of the 200 men, who had forced their way in.  

 

Thursday, November 17 

 

17 boys have been hired, so that each “Kubaniya” has 30 boys. 

DeLoach is working on a survey of the Small Temple (XVIIIth dynasty), Steckeweh on 

the site plan, the front part of which I had measured out last year.  

The field railway has been placed a bit higher than had been planned at first, because the 

desert is higher to the west behind the enclosing wall, so that we can unload less debris there 

than we had anticipated earlier.  

Ferge II and III are placed south of the temple, as indicated in the sketch on page 12. 

There, right next to the enclosure wall, old walls are uncovered, but only very low ones. 

Ferge I is at the temple of the XVIII. dynasty. The so-called “unopened grave” (see page 

12) could actually have been intended as a grave. The steps are only cut out in the middle and are 

in fact very shallow; the height of the corridor is so low, that a big man couldn’t walk there 

upright! The entry to the sloping path 

 

  



 



and the whole sloping path seems to be systematically blocked by stones (among them many big 

pieces of columns)!  Photo A 26-28 

The so-called “mur primitiv” is very deep (about 2.50 meters underground) and stands 

there on apparently undisturbed ground, over 15 cm sand fill.  At this depth a broken little bronze 

Osiris figure was found. (M.H. 27.12). 

To the west of the temple we go down deeper by the round building [c on the sketch]. 

There was found—about 1 meter under the level of the stele which belongs to the New Kingdom 

and is standing in situ in the round building—a brick wall (b on the sketch) [plan] above the 

natural ground. Between it and the stele are about 3 different layers of gravel and loam soil, 

which were apparently brought in at the time the temple of the 18th dynasty was being built. With 

the lower brick wall we arrive at the beginning of the New Kingdom or even earlier times! – The 

dating of the layers belonging to it are still unclear:  the later brick wall lies 1½ meters higher 

than (b). 

 

Friday, November 18 

 

 In the “deep ditch” near e in the sketch from November 5, a stone with reliefs, still with 

some paint on it, is found under the foundation of the “mur primitiv.” I think I recognize 

something next to it, but doubt it will lead to being able to date it. 

To the west of the temple of the XVIII Dynasty, we follow the wall deeper. No finds are 

discovered in the layers. We can conclude therefore, that 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



fresh clay and gravel were brought in to fill in the wall. 

Today we began to dig deep close to the High Gate between the “Wall of Nectanebo” and 

the dallage.  Near (a) [see sketch] at a depth of about 1.20 meter a grave-like construction, 

covered with stone slabs on the sides and the bottom.  On one of them an inscription, which, 

based on the character of the letters, could be from Ramses II. (Could it be the cellar of a house?  

I doubt it!) [plan of walls and gate] 

 

Saturday, November 19 

 

At the bottom of the grave (a) an approximately 60 x 60 x 60 cm deep pit, in which 2 

canopic jars were preserved (M.H. 27.19a) red clay with a white slip covering it to make it look 

like limestone. The covers are missing. (writing on it….) 

Near (c) a larger grave with limestone covered walls.  In the debris in it fragments of 

funerary stele and Osiris figures (M.H. 27a and b)… 

 

[Remainder of page removed at unknown time] 

 

Remainder of page 16 from second carbon copy: 

 

(M.H. 27, 13 a u. b) Inschriften s. Fundliste 

[Hieroglyphs]   

Inscription on the  

stele in the round building,  

see page 8 (of Khabekhnet and Xuy, MH 27.13 a u.b) 

 

(gez. Edgerton) 

 

  



 



The round building (b) see sketch on page 16, is made of approximately 1 meter high 

broken tiles, which stand on debris. From the west a water channel of bricks leads into it. In the 

large stones of the drainage canal, which protrudes toward the west, this channel is about 5 cm 

wide and 10 cm deep.   

On the west hill many quite low brick walls appear. There are traces of the “sebbachin”!  

I avoid going deeper for the time being; only the loose debris is carried away. 

100 meters of track, which had to be back-ordered, have arrived. 

From the so-called “unopened grave” (e) on the sketch on page 16, many pieces of 

columns, which had been used to block the entrance, are being brought out. On one, a relief of 

Ramses III, who is slaying an enemy. Inscription behind the king and upright on the column. The 

standing water in the sloping shaft is sinking a bit. Photo D11 and D12. 

 

Sunday, November 20  

 

A 4th Ferge is being formed. “Bedist” (?) Achmed is Sanâk, Azab is Res e Kubaniya. 

Integrating new people is difficult, because they have no sense of discipline. Also, our reis is not 

quite up to the task. Even the authority of the omda, supported by 5 men with cudgels, doesn’t 

quite succeed. The new Ferge is placed next to Ferge I in order to finish up faster in the east. 

 

  



 



[On this page there are many notes in another handwritten above and beside the main text. They 

offer comments, perhaps corrections.] 

Two more pieces of column drums have been pulled out from the so-called unopened 

grave. On one of them there is a continuation of the inscription of the one from yesterday. Photo 

D12, B7. 

In grave (c) (see page 16) near the bricked-in door. On the stone floor next to the skeleton 

of a crouching ape (see photo A34), next to and on it were large unworked stones. By “o” on the 

sketch a pit in which a canopic jar out of limestone was found. Fragments were concealed earlier, 

among them 2 heads (jackal and head of a human) F. I  M.H. 27.17.6 

To the west of grave c in the sketch we come upon another grave, which was constructed 

in front of the walled-in entrance to grave (c), so must be newer. It has walls of clay tiles 

(compare page 19!)  To the south of the temple of the XVIII Dynasty we dig deeper to the south 

of a b in the sketch and find several fragments of granite statues [?]. [sketch of tomb, labeled in 

pencil “Tomb no. 5”] 

1) Between a and g in the sketch at a depth of about 1.80 meters we find a torso of a 

female body M.H. 27.18c.   

2) by g the torso of a sitting Sekhmet statue. The crown is missing, M.H. 27.18b. Depth 2 

meters. 

3) by (h) in the sketch the head of a life-size statue, apparently of Amenophis III (?) 

[Question mark added later]), good work, fairly well preserved. M.H. 27.18a. Photo B10, B9, 

D22 [these notations are in the different handwriting] 

There are troubles with paying salaries because of missing money. Some of the people 

will have to get their back pay the day after tomorrow. 

[sketch of plan of Small Temple and wall construction] 

 

  



 



Wednesday, November 23 

 

Payment last week came to 21.87 Egyptian pounds without the salary of the Qufti. 

To the west of grave (c) page 16 is a chamber made of bricks, which (page 18) appears to 

belong to a special grave. It turns out, however, to just be the anteroom of grave (c). There were 

no finds except for several elongated pearls of the usual kind. [sketch] 

Under the big brick wall by (c) in the sketch on page 18 a stone diagonal wall with an 

approximate thickness of 2–3 meters appears. Only 1–2 layers have been preserved and it lies on 

pure sand. It appears to be aligned toward (b), but the connecting pieces are missing. 

Next to that, on the east side of this stone wall several ushabtis are found. (M.H. 27.29) 

One of the stones of this wall has already been mentioned on page 15; it is built into the wall.  

Inscription Ramses III! 

To the west of the temple the “deep wall (b)” (see sketch on page 15) appears in greater 

length up to the Daressy Gate.   

The so-called unopened grave will not be dug up any further because of the high standing 

water in it. Two people examined it to see if any contents could be stolen.  We’ll wait until the 

water level goes down.  

 

Friday, November 25. 

 

Thursday (Thanksgiving Day), no work was done. 

By (a) to (b) on page 18 we went deeper, in places down to the level of the water. There, 

by h, right by the wall, we find another top of a canopic jar, belonging to the one found on page 

19. Alabaster. Human head. Substantial traces of paint, M.H. 27.7 b and c photo D21 [“D21” 

added later] 

 

  



 



 Saturday, November 26 

 

To the west of the temple of the XVIIth Dynasty the deepest layer of the big brick wall 

has appeared in greater length. Good work; it is probably the original enclosure wall of the 

temple.   

The ditch a-b (sketch on page 18) has now been systematically cleaned up as far as the 

brick wall. By b, a rather narrow freestone wall, which had cut off the chamber toward the west.  

Behind that a brick back wall (direction I f). The freestone wall and the back wall on the other 

side of the brick wall by g and l have been detected again. In the freestone wall the stone of 

Ramses III described on page 19 is built in by g. [sketch of walls] 

By f, where the older wall goes under the late brick wall is a hollow pit, in which there 

are the remains of a burial. There is a canopic jar without a lid, beads, the remains of a gold-

plated piece, a well-preserved clay bowl (M.H. 27.33i), ushabtis in two different sizes, the 

smaller one with an inscription of Shepenwepet.  

By c (under the Ramses cartouche) in greatest depth in the ground water, a piece of gold-

plated faience jewelry (M.H. 27.30) depicting a dd [djed] column; next to it 2 gold beads in the 

form of a tube, etc.   

 

Sunday, November 27 

 

Under the hollow of the wall foundation there is a sand platform 15 cm wide. In it is a 

little stone out of reddish hard sandstone with the inscription: Hatshepsut !!!! [drawing of 

Hatshepsut stone, M. H. 27.32] According to that, she is the builder of the older brick wall, 

which disappeared, and also, presumably, of the temple! 

To the south of the southeast corner of the temple, in a well-like hole, which is lined with 

clay, are several fragments of statues 

 

 

  



 



among them is a life-size, well-preserved head of a woman. M.H. 27.33a. 

 

Monday, November 28 

 

[? illegible] from the Small Temple a diagonal depression is made in the main axis in 

order to get more information about the Wall of Hatshepsut. [sketch] 

Under the piece of wall labeled (H) we find in the sand 2 stones with Hatshepsut’s 

inscription, mentioned yesterday, and also a little faience cartouche with [sketch of cartouche] on 

one side and [sketch of other side] on the other side. Therefore this wall was built by Hatshepsut! 

The wall labeled S, which was built behind it and lies deeper, seems to have been built later.  It 

corresponds to the notch in the wall labeled l on the sketch on page 20. 

The gravel and sand foundation, on which the wall of Hatshepsut stands, passes through 

horizontally. The stele from the 18th or 19th dynasty (see page 8 and 16) and the still younger 

round building stand about 60 cm above it. Under the Hatshepsut layer lies the well-made brick 

wall, which we up to now have labeled Middle Kingdom (perhaps from the XIth or XIIth 

Dynasty). 

In the direction f g (see the sketch on page 20) we make a diagonal cut through the 

dallage. We find a later burial under the stone slabs; at a depth of 1.3 m, a box with ushabtis 

(M.H. 27.38), bad [quality] grey earthenware painted blue on the outside (Photo B12, B13).  The 

grave is lined with stone slabs on the west side.  

 

  



 



Payments come to 2256.5 P.T (without the Qufti) 

 

Wednesday, November 30 

 

Last day of the first month. Settlement of accounts with the Quftis. The people from 

Megiddo aren’t happy with their salaries. They had assumed that they would receive the same 

salary that they had received in Megiddo, or 10 L.E for the Reis and on average 5 L.E. per month 

for the others, while I gave them the customary Egyptian salary, which I can pay to other 

deserving workers, namely per month 22 P.T for the reis and 11 P.T. for the others. That is about 

⅔ of the salary they received in Megiddo and corresponds to what Winlock pays. (N.B. Winlock 

told me that his reis el kubaniya received 11, the Sanâk 11, workmen 7-9, and exceptionally 10 

P.T) In addition, 4 other foremen also 11 P.T. 

At the northwest corner of the high tower a cut was made through the dallage in order to 

study the height of the brick wall, the High Gate and the “mur primitiv.” In so doing we came 

upon a foundation made of numerous Osiris statues (M.H. 27.34) and parts of crowns (M.H. 

27.34 a, following). 

 

Thursday, December 1 

 

In the Osiris grave more statues, among them an undamaged statue of black stone, 48 cm 

high with a pedestal. M.H. 27.35a 

Pottery and a head of a female figure are found by the cut in the sketch on page 21 

between the temple foundation and the wall S by a and b. (M.H. 27.41) 

 

  



 



Friday, December 2 

 

The field railway is being reconstructed, since the new switches have arrived. 

“Tandif’ in the western debris. 

 

Saturday, December 3 

 

Like yesterday. In the Osiris grave (see page 22) we went down to the natural ground. 

There seems to have been a grave. But no more finds. 

The new field railway is running. Nothing of value found in the radim. 

[sketch of walls that is crossed through] 

 

Sunday, December 4 

 

Nothing new. At noon the reis was given time off in Quft until Tuesday. 

 

Monday, December 5, 1923 

 

Hölscher and Steckeweh grade [the ground where?] the second field railway will be laid 

out. 

In the eastern area of work only further excavation and Tandif for the purpose of surveying. 

In the western area of work only debris wheel barrows [perhaps “carrying away debris”]. 

 

Wednesday, December 7 

 

28 new men were hired and formed into a special Ferge. They are to first level the head 

of the future second field railway and the passage through the wall at the lowest point south of 

the big pylon. [plan of route] This Ferge of men represents the attempt to reach the same success, 

instead of anti-social child’s work, without the larger cost of man’s work. Hö (Hölscher), as a 

result of             

         

  



 



a cold not well.  In bed since 10 o’clock. [This is in Hölscher’s handwriting!] 

 

Thursday, December 8 

 

Hö (Hölscher) has been at the excavation since 10 o’clock. The men’s Ferge 

distinguishes itself by its laziness. To set an example, I immediately threw out two men who 

misused the gift of laziness. The whole Ferge has to be dissolved. 

At noon Hö (Hölscher) went home again, because he isn’t yet able to work.  

 

Thursday, December 15, ‘27 

 

Hö (Hölscher) has been sick with influenza from last Friday until last Wednesday. In the 

meantime, only debris has been carried out of the excavation. In the eastern part of the area of 

excavation we find, south of the wall of Nectanebo a later grave with freestone walls and a brick 

arch that had been placed earlier; it has been broken in. [sketch, labeled “Tomb No. 10”] 

Entrance walled-in to the east. In it 2 burials one above the other. (Find Journal M.H. 27.44). It 

must have been the grave of a woman, because the ushabtis found are all women. The top corpse 

was in a painted coffin, of which only the bottom was reasonably well preserved. (photo  

[number blank]). It represents the goddess Nut.  4 canopic jars stood next to the head. The top 

one, wrapped in bandages, had a mat of beads from the chest to the feet, on her chest and around 

her neck numerous little amulets, a thick uninscribed heart scarab. 

 

Friday and Saturday, December 16 and 17, 1927 

 

Measuring and examining the walls at the temple of the 18th Dynasty. The head of the 

field railway with the high embankment has been carried away up to near the corner of the 

temple.   

The Ferge of men has improved.  

 

  



 



Monday, December 19 

 

Payments have been postponed until the Friday before Christmas. 

In the area of the Small Temple all sorts of investigations have been carried out by a 

small team. 

 

[The whole page is a diagram of the Small Temple and the area to the south and west. At the 

bottom of the page is written:] 

As far as we understand the walls, the situation is as follows: 

 

  



 



The dating derives from the wall b b, on which name stones of Hatshepsut were found in 

6 places.  Its length is unclear: it has been broken through at g and disappears toward the north. 

Its east side has been hacked off, because the thick wall (c) and the inner wall (d) were built in 

front. The foundations of those walls lie a good meter deeper. Over time the layers of the wall of 

Hatshepsut have sunken in the direction of the new excavation! Foundation built on sand and 

gravel. [sketch of construction] 

The deeper foundation of the wall ,c c leads one to assume that they were graves.  Wall c 

is older than d and ends in the north with a clean corner and apparently curved toward the east. It 

can also be identified from the east. From the beginning it was covered in stones on the inside 

(limestone plaster can be found between the layers of the brick backing!). A piece of the stone 

covering (about 80 cm long and 70 cm wide) has been preserved on the other side of the wall c c 

together with several slabs of the stone floor. The cartouche of Ramses III is found repeatedly on 

these stones, which proves, that this grave building was constructed after the destruction of 

several Ramses buildings.  So wall c was built after Ramses’ time.  In the corner by the stones 

there are some rather big green ushabtis. (F. J [?] M.H. 27.46a, M.H. 27.29a) 

Wall d d is newer than (c c), because it is built over the latter and continues it toward the 

north.  It is considerably thinner, but the foundation is the same height. Also, it was only the 

brick backing of a rather substantial freestone cladding, of which a few remains (f) can still be 

seen.  It lies in the same alignment as the cladding mentioned above. 

 

  



 



Located over these pieces of a wall, or rather layers of debris, is the wide wall h h. It 

belongs to the little stone gate, which was built onto the northwest corner of the temple. Daressy 

maintained that it belonged to Taharka, but the only cartouche on it is so very badly ground 

down, that one can only read what is next to it.  

This wall h h doesn’t seem to be contemporaneous with the south wall of the Temple e e.   

[drawing of partially preserved cartouche [see p. 31 as cartouche of Taharka]] Different brick 

formats south wall, smaller bricks than west wall!  The south wall e e must be newer!    

As has been said, the burial building ff belongs to the wall dd. Thick stone cladding, to 

the west in front of the brick wall, to the north in front of the foundations of the temple, with 

stone debris in between. On the wall f a cartouche of Ramses III (used stone). The cartouche was 

plastered over, or rather filled in, with limestone mortar. An inscription, which was several 

meters in length and consisting of 12–15 cm large characters, was painted on this piece [of wall]. 

I couldn’t decipher any character clearly! The stone floor lies 10 cm higher than the stone floor 

mentioned above, which is to the south of wall e e. 

It is possible that an entrance from the east leads into this big burial chamber. A few of 

the stone slabs k could be remnants of that entrance. The remnants of the stone floor k1 are at the 

same height as f1. Stone slabs l, which are built over by the wall e e, lie higher and may well 

have belonged to another building.   

Ushabtis of Amenirdis, Shepenwepet, and Nitocris and even several of Nitocris were 

found in the destroyed grave building ff under the wall ee. 

  

  



  



A piece of the wall h h was broken off toward the east behind the temple. In late antiquity 

it was filled in in a very coarse way, in that big freestones were packed into it and a substandard 

brick wall out of small bricks was constructed on it. Among the pieces that were used again were 

two pieces of bundle columns [Bündelsaulen], a granite offering table, a piece of the cavetto 

crowning (as executed on page 8.7) , which belongs to the Domitian Portal. Also a gold coin (6th 

century BC). 

The wall e e, which is newer than c c and d d, goes down to the bottom of c c and d d and 

was never clad in freestone. It isn’t a burial wall, rather a temple-enclosing wall. It goes over 

Nitocris ushabtis and columns, which apparently belonged to Ramses III. The wall e e overlaps 

wall n n, which forms its continuation but doesn’t run in the same direction. Also, n n is wider 

than c c and made of larger bricks. The dividing line of both appears to lie by the Gate of 

Achoris, but wall n n continues underground toward the west for quite a while under e e.  

The drainage pavement  apparently belongs to wall n n; one can deduce from that the 

further course of the now-destroyed wall n n. The drainage pavement also goes around the west 

side and hasn’t yet been studied, because there are still mountains of debris on it. One should 

assume that wall n n also bends around there, even though excavation to the east of o found no 

traces of such a big brick wall.   

About the age of wall n n can be said, that the “uninscribed gate,” which is located in the 

alignment of n n and can apparently only have been built after destruction of the High Gate, 

 

  



 



on the east side a cavetto cornice stone  of Amenirdis is built in, therefore it is presumably after 

the XXVIth Dynasty. [drawing of two cartouches, one of Amenirdis] 

 

Wall n n does not have as deep a foundation as the High Gate and significantly less than 

the continuation e e, which runs through the late graves.  

In front of n n there is a row of stone slabs, which belongs to it and is designated as a 

drainage pavement. On one of these stone slabs there is a cartouche [drawing of cartouche of R 

III]. This drainage pavement passes over several late graves. 

[alpha] At the High Gate there is a deep pit in which many bronzes (especially Osiris 

figures) were found.  [i.Tgb] pages 22 and 23. 

[beta]) The so-called unopened grave ([I, Tgb] page 17) is located with its north wall 

under the stone slabs. This not-yet-carefully investigated grave reveals many stones of Ramses 

III. 

[gamma]) A later, much destroyed grave, without any significant special features. 

[delta] an identical one, the floor and walls of which consist of stone slabs and the floor 

of which lies about 1 meter higher than the floor which belongs to wall e e 

It can also be noted that the drainage pavement across from the Gate of Nectanebo juts 

out toward the north at a width of about 4 meters 50 cm. One could therefore assume, that in wall 

n n there had been a recess of the thin width of the door = 1.20 m.  By a in that particular 

pavement there is a capital of a Hathor column (Photo “…”) that has been removed.  

 

  



 



In addition, the piece of pavement, which leads to the Gate of Nectanebo, has evidence of 

a widening of about .30 cm close to the gate, into which drainage channels lead. In contrast to 

these level drainage channels there is, further to the north, a narrow channel (5 cm wide, up to 13 

cm deep), which leads by means of a brick channel to a shaft made of bricks. On the gate the 

following cartouches were found: Therefore Nectanebo! 

 

(This gate in the Nectanebo court was built at the same time as wall gg, which one can 

deduce from the brick installation and the same height of the base of the foundation. 

 

January 2, 1928 

 

Over New Year the field railway was rebuilt, so that a second line (see sketch page 23) 

can now be started up, because we added about 200 meters of track and 2 new switches. The 

excavation near the Small Temple has nearly ended; only small follow-up excavations are being 

undertaken. To the south work on the Tandif began today with few people. 5 full Kubaniya (30 

people each) and a group of men and 26 railroad men are working at the same place under 

leadership of the Qufti.  

 

Wall a a requires special examination.  It is almost 3 meters wide and very well made of 

big, clean bricks. Its foundation is almost 1 meter deeper than the Hatshepsut wall b b.   6 layers 

remain, broken off toward the south and also toward the north.  Its further course hasn’t yet been 

discovered. Wall a a doesn’t run parallel to the west side of the temple.  It is overlapped on the 

southern end by a 3 to 4 layer high wide brick wall o o, which is located above an approximately 

5 cm large gravel intermediary layer and doesn’t follow the continuation of a a exactly,  

 

  



 



but rather lies perpendicular to the axis of the big temple.  

The age of a a can be determined by the fact that a layer of gravel, which lies next to it, 

has been thrown onto the Hatshepsut Wall. Therefore, a a is older.   b b was only built after the 

destruction of a a. 

 

A round building (corn silo) has been built over a a. Its foundation was built about 1.10 meters 

above the broken off top of wall a a over several different layers of debris. A stele of the 19th 

Dynasty or the end of the 18th was found in this round building (page 16). The only post still 

standing in situ is taller than the bottom of the round wall by about 70 cm. On the other hand, the 

threshold [Schwelle] of the stele lies about 15 cm lower than the bottom of the round building.  It 

can therefore be assumed that the round building is newer than the stele, that the floor of the 

round building was originally located above the height of the stele, that is to say that we only 

have the foundation of the round building before us.  

 

January 4, 1928 

 

Payment on January 2: 36. 76.5 L.E. 

 

An additional exact study of the cartouche on the gate at the northwest corner of the 

temple leads to a correction of page 27. It appears to be Taharka after all, even if his name with 

the addition of [hieroglyph] has been unknown up to now. (The strongly drawn elements of the 

hieroglyph can be verified.) 

 

  



 



It can now be said about the “stele” in the round building that it is not a stele but rather a 

proper door! Some remains of the brick walls, which belong to the rectangular room, are 

preserved and lie under the foundation of the round building.   

To this so-called stele-door belongs obviously a threshold, which lies to the northeast at a 

distance of about 4 m and a 3 m. wide base of a pillar, which lies to the north. 

Below this level of the 19th dynasty (?) two big clay pots lie directly to the south of the 

base of the pillar. F.J.M.H.27… 

 

Friday, January 6, 1928 

 

To the northeast of the Domitian Gate, where the so-called wall of the New Kingdom is 

broken off, we reach out somewhat further to follow the course of the lost wall further or to 

possibly find extensions of the foundation. At a depth of about 1.50 m lie small, cellar-like pits 

about 120 by .80 [could be .30] m and larger in size. Their walls consist of very ordinary bricks 

set on end. The walls are preserved at about 60 cm high and probably weren’t any higher. 

 

Saturday, January 7, ‘28 

 

Yesterday we began to dig deeper into the so-called unopened grave. By a is the sloping 

gallery mentioned on page 17. In chamber b, in which there is still standing water, there is stone 

packing so one can see that grave robbers were not able to get to the door of the chamber at the 

back, c. The stone ceiling beams of (b) are broken and lie on the stone packing, so that we 

 

  



 



have trouble making headway into c. We will therefore try to go down vertically over c and 

reach the chamber that way. By d there is a brick shaft, under which we assume lies chamber c.  

In the debris of this shaft we find 2 alabaster canopic jars with blue writing on them. It is a High 

Priest of Amun with the name of Horsiesi “in the king’s ring” [cartouche]. The heads are 

missing.  On the other hand, there is a little canopic head (monkey) of limestone, which doesn’t 

belong to the beautiful pots. 

 

Sunday, January 9, ‘28 

 

The excavation in shaft d brings to light 2 more alabaster canopic jars (four in all!), but 

no lids.  On the side, on the other side of the brick wall of the shaft, we find, after we get in there, 

a package of bronze Osiris statues etc., which, as far as we can see, aren’t very valuable. They 

don’t apparently belong to the grave of Horsiesi that we have been looking for. At the bottom of 

the brick shaft [we reach] the ceiling beams of the chamber. By e one of them is broken through.  

There is debris in the room under the fallen in embankment corner. In the open part of the 

chamber is a granite sarcophagus. Because most of the ceiling beams are bent and broken off, we 

take them away and clear out the chamber. The sarcophagus is standing in water almost up to the 

east edge of the lid. There is the head of a falcon on the sarcophagus, the beak of which was set 

in place by means of a plug. On the cover are the name and title of Horsiesi. Numerous ushabti 

completely enameled, glazed green with inscription. 

 

  



 



Monday, January 9 (?), ‘28 

 

In order to lower the level of the water, a pump is pushed into chamber b from the 

slanting shaft a. After that the last ceiling beam of chamber a, which bears an inscription, is 

removed carefully, then the heavy granite lid is carried out of the chamber. Unfortunately, the 

sarcophagus has been emptied out! No remains of the burial except for a small pile of bones and 

the skull.  On the forehead there is old, round hole about 1 cm in diameter. Old Horsiesi 

apparently died a violent death!  

The salaries paid out come to 44.L.S! 

 

Wednesday, January 11, 28 

 

The clearing of the sarcophagus doesn’t produce any more finds except for ushabtis. On 

the other hand, the work on the red granite sarcophagus is very delicate; it has writing on it both 

inside and, as we saw later, outside. The whole sarcophagus is imbedded in the floor. Because 

there are several cracks in it, we can take out a few pieces. Everything else can only be taken out 

after removal of the side walls. Steckeweh took photos of the burial chamber. [drawing of burial 

chamber] 

Apart from that, the excavation continues on its usual course. Visit by Messieurs von der 

Osten, Schmidt, and Bladhorn from the Hittite expedition.  

The small columned building near to the western opening in the big brick wall that bears 

the name of Amenophis I has been emptied out.  It turns out to be a building from the later times, 

probably a burial chapel.   

 

  



 



Thursday, January 12, ‘28 

 

The cross-section of the oblique gallery of Horsiesi shows a load-easing diagonal gallery 

above the stone ceiling beams, which is filled with stone debris [drawing]. 

On the southwest end of the burial site in the Temple of the XVIII Dynasty (see sketch on 

page 25), between wall q and dallage g [or perhaps “delta”] and to the west of v, a larger burial 

chamber with a stone floor emerges. 

 

Friday, January 13 

 

There is an odd channel located in the middle of the room. It looks as if a low partial wall 

made of stone panels (orthostats) had stood on it.  In this burial chamber are found traces of 

beads, especially disc-shaped, green faience beads. 

The floor was made of round stone panels. After being successfully photographed, it was 

removed. One can see that the wall had been removed from below in order to bring in the stone 

floor, which is at the same elevation.   

Under that is a layer of crushed big bricks, in which presumably we can see the 

continuation of wall of the Middle Kingdom a a! This wall also continues toward the north, 

where one can follow it up to 5 meters above the Domitian Gate. There only one layer of the wall 

is preserved, but it continues on farther than we have excavated.   

Ferge I has been set to work exposing the Temple of the XVIII Dynasty from the north 

up to the so-called brickwall of Taharka.   

 

  



 



The Ferge of men, which up to now has been in the southeast corner of our area preparing 

for field railway III, which will be laid out later, is now in the southwest corner on the wall, in 

order to expose the wall from above and the outside. We expect to uncover the corner in rounded 

form and the forewall. [drawing of wall crosssection] 

  

Saturday, January 14 

 

The sebbahin have done a great deal of damage in the area south of the Great Temple! 

We will be happy if we can determine the plan of the whole installation to any degree! To the 

west of the temple the pile of debris is much higher; I hope to find the old installation much 

better preserved there. 

Steckeweh measures Coptic houses that are supposed to disappear next winter.    

 

Sunday, January 15  

Monday, January 16 

 

To the south of our house a small, fairly well-preserved building with columns has 

appeared. There are long inscriptions on the palm columns containing the name of Amenophis I, 

who was apparently worshiped here as the protective god of the city of death. Perhaps the 22nd 

dynasty or later?     

In the eastern section? [“Ostschurl”] the outer wall of Horsiesi’s grave is being 

disassembled. Above the first chamber there is a grave with a floor of used (!) bricks! Above it 

there had been a barrel vault, the impression of which is clearly visible in the brick end wall. 

 

  



 



Payments came to 45.44½ L.E. 

 

Thursday, January 19 

 

Work continues energetically in the cleared-out area of the Tandif so that we can then 

transfer the field railway crates back. While we had at first assumed that we had only one layer 

of construction before us, we now see that there are several layers on top of each other, of which 

the lowest is at an angle to our axis system.   

The wall in the rounded corner has come out well [see p. 36]. Now it will be completely 

laid bare from the outside, whereby we hope to reach the preceding wall. The wall has gone 

through several reinforcements. One (I) is particularly noticeable; it stands on debris. (a) In the 

debris we found numerous clay bricks (format 38 x18 x 12 cm) with the seal of Amenophis III. 

There are different seals, but apparently the same inscription is always used. Apparently these 

bricks come from the Amenophis palace located to the south. [cross section of wall and a 

drawing of A III brick stamp]] 

Above reinforcement I there is another reinforcement, which consists of clay bricks under 

which there are also seal stones. I haven’t been able to decipher any of them, because white ants 

have chewed on them so much. The seals are square! 

In front of the wall in the debris are many bone bars that were used to color with kohl.  

Some of them had a little ornamentation.  There an arrowhead made of bone! In addition another 

arrowhead of flint and the remains of a wooden arrow and fasteners. 

 

  



 



Saturday, January 21 

 

Yesterday Mrs. Hölscher left. She had been present since the beginning of the excavation. 

[some text heavily crossed out] 

Steckeweh is undertaking the coordinating division of the whole area of Medinet Habu, 

which will provide the basis for later surveys. The area is divided into squares of 20 m per side. 

The survey is to be carried out at 1:100.  

 

Sunday, January 22 

 

Outside in the surrounding wall (see sketch on page 37) stamp seals are found in the 

upper part of the reinforcement. They haven’t been deciphered yet, because they are very 

unclear. They differ from those found first, in that they have a square frame. 

In the debris below the wall we find numerous bone bars, like those used to color with 

kohl. There is also an arrowhead of flint bound onto one of these kohl sticks.  [drawing of 

arrowhead] A similarly worked bone bar has barbed hooks. Are they then all arrows? 

 

Monday, January 23 

 

In the [“Ostschurl”], where the exterior wall of the Small Temple extends on the north 

side, across from the Achoris wing we come upon a big group out of alabaster, which lies face 

down in the rear pavement of the brick wall. The rear pillars bear the name of Ramses II and the 

god’s name of Amun under Harakhty [?]. 

Payments this week came to 47.19 L.E. 

 

  



 



Wednesday, January 25, ‘28 

 

  The above-mentioned alabaster group represents a double group of Atum and Harakhty; 

the king, presumably Ramses II, kneels in front of the latter. The figures are unfortunately 

miserably destroyed! 

In the debris nearby are numerous statue fragments, among them a portrait head of a 

private citizen, late period, black granite, not bad. (Find list M.H. 27.87) 

 

Thursday, January 26, ’28 

 

The superstructure above Horsiesi’s grave has broken off (photo. M.H. exc A77).  The 

ceiling of the first chamber consisted of big stones from doorframes bearing the name of Ramses 

III. The first (eastern) beam above the second chamber shows the name and titles of a “minister” 

under Ramses II.  The above-mentioned stones of Ramses III and the pillars (compare also page 

17) used for the blockade of the first chamber and the hallway all apparently belong to one and 

the same secular building of this king. Was it perhaps a room of the palace?  

In the first chamber we also found stones which show signs of having been extensively 

worn down, as can be seen everywhere in the Great Temple. Since this burial chamber was found 

unopened, this grinding took place around 1000 BC, the hypothetical explanation, that I have 

given up to now, that sand was used in the grinding/smoothing, and then was used for some sort 

of medical purpose, was confirmed by Borchardt, who had observed in Nubia, natives took sand 

from the tomb of a holy man [Scheckgrab] and gave it to others to eat, so that they would also be 

blessed [beim Scheck] – When I asked Reis Hamit, he confirmed that he had observed that also 

in Meroe. This custom isn’t known in Egypt.  

 

            

  



 



Friday, January 27 

 

In the northwestern corner of wall h h, which we have called the Taharka Wall up to now, 

in order to at least have a name for it (sketch page 25) we find stamped bricks in situ [drawing of 

brick stamp with double plumes and sun disk].  We haven’t been able to decipher the inscription 

up to now. We have to find more stones. 

At the Taharka pylon brick walls are discovered. 

 

Saturday, January 28 

 

Even with more stamped stones from the Taharka wall, we aren’t able to decipher them. 

 

The best way to manage the field railway seems to be the following: the tracks should be 

placed halfway up the pile of debris to be removed and, while one crew carries away the pile, 

which is above their heads next to the tracks, a second crew on the other side carries away the 

lower-lying debris. [Drawing of walls, debris heaps, and the railway’s route] Then, about every 

other day, the tracks are pushed horizontally toward the side of the hill, toward b and e. This way 

the basket carriers always have the shortest way to go.  

 

Sunday, January 29 

 

Visit from Dr. Schere – Constantinople. 

At the Taharka Pylon to the west of the northwest corner there is a very deep grave built 

of freestone, through which the Achoris chamber wall leads, while a brick foundation reaches to 

the base of an about 4 meter deep grave. Much of the Achoris wall has slid away, because the 

brick foundation, which is in the ground water, 

 

  



 



has given way.  

 

Monday, January 30 

 

Payment to the local workers 49.27 L.E. Payment to the Qufti: 129 L.E 

 

Wednesday, February 1, ‘28 

 

The former men’s Ferge has been dissolved. Most of their members have taken over the 

filling in of the radim at the Small Temple in Achoris. They are working there more intensely 

than as daily workers and they earn more. For the first “Koin” I paid 1.20 L.E. and for the second 

(larger one) 6. L.E. 

At the Taharka Pylon we find at the north end a very big brick mass (a), which goes 

about 2.3 m deep and looks like a massive pylon. [plan of Small Temple] The so-called Taharka 

wall (b) continues over it, just like a, probably, older wall, which lies somewhat deeper. In the 

corner between the Taharka pylon, the wall mass, and the Achoris chamber lies (by f) a grave 

similar to grave (g) in the sketch on page 25, which continues under the chamber of Achoris and 

the granite threshold stone of Pedamunope. The granite gate of Pedamunope (XXVI. Dynasty) 

was used again by Achoris. A piece of the door lintel lies next to it. The gate of Achoris (the so-

called “uninscribed gate”), both doors to the chamber construction of Achoris and the plaster 

path “d” lie in one axis. Further to the west by e [are] the remains of a brick pavement at 

approximately 80 cm under the terrain.  

 

Thursday [no date, but February 2] 

 

Report from Borchardt about a faience relief (15 x 6 cm), representing a Libyan prisoner 

(without legs) probably stolen from here. The dealer demanded 300 L.E.  The offer was turned 

down because of the enormous price. 

 

  



 



Friday, February 3, 1928 

 

The Taharka wall (b), see the sketch on page 41, has also been opened up on the 

northwest side. Work continues in the corner by (g). 

It is remarkable that inside the Taharka wall as good as no fragments of sculpture were 

found; on the other hand many outside. 

 

Monday, February 6, ‘28 

 

Today is the moulid of Abul Haggag and therefore a day of rest.  

Payment yesterday: weekly payment 35.41 L.E.  The men’s Ferge has been broken up 

and will work from this week on piecework filling up the excavation to the south and west of the 

Small Temple. N.B Only the grave of Horsiesi remains open for the time being. 

In the working area to the south of the Great Temple we are now approaching the palace.   

Theft of the doorframe, found in situ, from the round building to the west of the Small 

Temple. See diary 3.32 [added in pen: “and 5/6”] The men’s Ferge, which worked there comes 

into question, and especially the guards, under whom Ibrahim, as brother of a known dealer, is to 

be especially carefully dealt with. The guards have all been suspended for the time being.   

I have given all of my men a fine of 3 P.T. each—but nothing was revealed. Increased 

surveillance in the excavation because of the thefts that have occurred.   

 

Thursday, February 9, ‘28 

 

Ferge Awadalla is working near (h) sketch page 42, that is to say, to the north of the so-

called Taharka Wall and to the east of the big Ramses wall. Today those who are at the High 

Gate by (m) are beginning to look for the foundation of its extension/annex. A large grave is 

imbedded in it, the stone floor of which lies about 80 cm lower than the base of the brick 

foundation (sand bedding). 

 

  



 



Saturday, February 11, ‘28 

 

[sketch of area northern Eastern High Gate, Small Temple] 

Graves, apparently from the beginning of the 26th Dynasty, are cut into the [foundational] 

wall of the High Gate and the adjacent Ramses wall. By (a) a grave, in which serpentine ushabtis 

of Di-st-Hebsed  etc. are found. (first Find list M.H.27.91) [In the margin in another handwriting: 

Tomb 4] 

By (b) another grave of the same type, in which ushabtis in the same style as those of 

Shepenwepet, daughter of Pianchi, are found. It has not been established whether by e there is a 

third of the same type. [In the margin in another handwriting: Tomb 3] 

On the other side of the Nectanebo Court there is a grave (d), by (e) a grave, which lies 

under the Achoris Wall (which has sunk accordingly), but built onto the Taharka Pylon. Finally 

by (f) another a similar grave. Those last ones have not been robbed. 

The front edge of the big Ramses wall is exposed, but not, on the other hand, the back 

edge. Next to (b) it has not been preserved because of the graves. By e d it measures about 10.50 

m. On the other side of the small brick wall it seems to become thinner. Since that is improbable, 

we have to consider excavating it. Whether we will be able to do that this year seems doubtful to 

me, because we have to follow the big wall further toward the north.   

 

Monday, February 13. 

 

Payment 42.07 L.E. The men who filled in the radim of the excavation to the south and 

the west of the Small Temple received 10.20 L.E. 

 

  



 



Thursday, February 16. ‘28 

 

[plan of walls by Small Temple] On the northwest corner of the Small Temple, to the north of 

the small Taharka gate, lies a small wall, which has been worn down to the height of the floor, 

about 60 cm. It contains seal stones from the time of Hatshepsut. This wall lies then toward the 

east and protrudes there around 40 cm under the upper wall.  Furthermore, the Hatshepsut wall 

continues on toward the north in a less wide form. By 1 and 2 there are sandstones with the 

cartouche of Hatshepsut and [hieroglyphs “inbu WAst”] in the lowest brick layer. By “a” the wall 

H has been improved or made higher (about 2–3 layers) with bricks on which [sketch of a 

cartouche] is inscribed. [sketch of brick stamp impression] They are presumably from the temple 

[this is crossed out and “palace” written above it in another handwriting] of Amenophis III and 

used again in Medinet Habu. Since these improvements were probably undertaken earlier than 

the so-called Taharka wall, we get an idea of how early the palace of Amenophis was destroyed!  

The so-called Taharka wall (“T”) and also the smaller wall, which departs from it toward 

the west, show bricks with stamps. Cartouche with feather decorations but—[sketch] although at 

least 30 of them were very carefully picked up—no sign of writing could be found.  

 

Saturday, February 18. ‘28 

 

 In the palace all the brick walls have been taken down to the same height. (Burton’s 

“Level von 11 feet”!) Outside of the Palace the remaining walls were later! removed by the 

sebbachin and the walls lowered very irregularly by about 1 m. 

 

  



 



The Service des Antiquités, which had given the sebbachein permission, can refer to the 

fact, that B. had explained, that the palace walls could no longer be determined, because they had 

no foundation (!).  

Ali Kosseri [?], the mender of pots, sent to Megiddo. 

 

Monday February 20, ‘28 

 

Payment 43.18 L.E. 

 

Wednesday, February 22, ‘28 

 

Beginning of Ramadan. 

The work is coming to an end. The brick wall, which is crowned by a tower, has a corner 

tower in line with the Big Pylon. An approximately 3 m high wall continues toward the east. 

Behind the palace lies the Harem, consisting of 3 apartments, which are exactly the same, 

in that each is laid out according to the plan sketched here. [sketch plan] 

 

By the palace we find at least 3 different periods, each of which has a different floor plan. 

 

Saturday, February 25, ‘28 

 

The stone floor in the palace tends to be a sort of clay on clay slabs 43 x 43 cm (about 2-5 

cm thick). Traces of white calcium whitewash but no sign of a plaster floor. 

 

Monday, February 27 

 

Payment: 42.92.5 L.E. The end of real excavation work. Half of the Quftis are let go.  

Monthly payment to the Qufti: 114.98 L.E. Final tips and travel expenses:  32.42 L.E. In the 

evening “fantasia” (Cost almost 6. L.E.) 

 

  



 



Wednesday, February 29 

 

[sketch] 

The Window of Appearances has, like the palace, a long history: We see that the oldest 

Window of Appearance was narrow (about 90 cm), had door stops and double doors. From the 

upper door hinge holes [we deduce that] one is open; of the other one we still see parts of the 

wooden lining under the plaster. There must have been a parapet in the door stop[?]. Above the 

clear (door) opening by a the frieze doesn’t continue across, but [the surface?] is only painted.  

We conclude from that, that originally the frieze had protruded, supported by thin little 

columns—therefore a decorative framing of the Window of Appearance.  

The second period removed the first frame, widened the window and built a wide balcony 

with a much higher frame before it.  We see the vertical grooves b, in which apparently wooden 

panels were placed. The panels were attached to the stone. Two others of the same style are 

located by e (on the corner of the current door opening). Two openings that belong to it are 

located not far from b. The prisoner heads, insofar as they are lying on the balcony, have been 

cut off. Something has been cut off of the base of the big stone columns, located near the side of 

the palace. As a result of the greater height of the new balcony, the field which wasn’t carved (a) 

is visible above the door therefore it was painted in a hasty way with [an] uraeus. 

Below the door a “new” stone has been set in, which differs from the others in that it is 1) 

of grey sandstone material (in contrast to the yellowish grey), 2) hasty, less   

 

  



 



deep relief treatment, more carelessly drawn hieroglyphs and 3) the cartouches [sketches of 

cartouches], which apparently show one of the later Ramses periods.  

 

 Saturday, March 3, ’28 

 

On the palace side of the temple wall, as far as I can see, Ramses III name is used on 

places that have been repaired, no further Ramses periods.  

The sarcophagus of Horsiesi bears many cartouches, which were scratched out later, of 

Hwnnt-maat-re, the sister and wife of Ramses II and the daughter of Seti I. Apparently Horsiesi 

himself robbed the graves in the Valley of the Queens from which the tomb [illegible word ?]-

papyrus derives.  

 

Monday, March 5, ‘28 

 

The floor plans of the first and the second palaces do not match at all. The places where 

heavy stones were laid down, especially the foundations of columns and the door thresholds, 

show that a deep sand (instead of gravel and broken stones) foundation had been laid.  

Payment: 7.48 L.E 

 

Friday [March 9 ‘28] 

 

[plan of walls] The wall that stands in front of the north side of the big enclosing wall appears to 

be preserved at a significant height. There is a tower between the two walls, which is constructed 

of bricks in the same format as the Ramses Wall and which also has a stairway. The bricks bear 

seals that seem to look like Ramses I (reused!). We must dig here next year! [sketch of brick 

stamp; pencil annotation, see p. 88, and sketch of brick stamp of “Thutmose III?” added] 

 

 

  



 



Saturday, March 11, ’28  

 

In the palace we find numerous fragments of mosaic stones, which were used as 

doorframes or something similar. They are primarily white marble pieces and blue, very thin 

faience strips. It often seems to be a pattern like this. [sketch of chevron pattern] We find this 

sort of fragments especially in the small throne room under the level of the current floor on both 

sides of the throne. Furthermore, in the southeast corner of the large throne room fragments of a 

colorful relief of a Libyan prisoner (the robe is finely painted) were found in the layer under the 

newer house attached to the west of the palace. Length about 13 cm.  

Find location M 10.6 15 [in a different handwriting]  

 

In one of the later buildings to the west of the palace 2 cellars were revealed. Barrel-vault 

with an opening in the top to climb into. It could be closed by means of stone slabs. Contents:  

debris with many pot shards, little cylindrical weights [sketch], pieces of red clay, grating stones; 

everything completely black from smoke and dirt. It can’t have been an oven, because the clay 

walls had not been subjected to any heat! [In another tiny handwriting, an undecipherable 

message that starts with “No!” In the grain silos ash has to be mixed in with the grain to protect it 

against vermin. [In another handwriting] 

 

Many fragments of columns come from the Horsiesi grave, pieces of door framework etc.  

Among the latter two lintels in the middle field of which a) the king kills Lybians; b) is greeted 

by the ladies of the harem. Do they come from the palace or the High Gate? 

 

  



 



Next to the palace walls little faience pieces in the form of sacrificed animals, etc. are 

often found. Up to now it hasn’t been possible to determine if these pieces had been put here on 

purpose (foundation deposits?) or if they got there in the course of the many excavations. Also 

found is a faience ring with the form shown here. [sketch of ring with horse] 

 

The buildings outside of the Great Wall with towers on it are organized into two rows. A 

wide roadway separates the two big walls with a narrow lane [or alley] between them. The 

northern row contains living quarters, the southern one contains rooms of a commercial type.  

The street along the big exterior wall climbs steeply, so can be extended into a ramp up to the top 

[“Krone”] of the wall. [in another handwriting:  “No!”] [plan of walls] 

 

The parallels to Tell el Amarna are interesting!  In addition to the second palace there is a 

big Amarna house.  It has several special characteristics, for example the big diagonal axis, the 

doors of which lead through the whole palace.  In front of the queens’ hall there is an open 

courtyard filled with pillars.   

What could have been found originally in the area, where the newer houses (the “red 

house” [Homre House] MH/6-7) are now located? Garden? Courtyard? What was the hall with 

two pillars outside of the palace? M 2.00 6 3.00 [in another handwriting] 

 

Friday, Mr. Guy and his wife arrived. 

 

  



 



Monday, March 12 Salary payments 7.54 L.E. 

 

Thursday, March 15 

 

The first as well as the second palace were vaulted, in fact over architraves! That is a 

technology that up to now has not been observed in Egypt! The difference is that the barrel vault 

of the first palace was formed without supports, whereas those in the second were built on 

scaffolding. Whether they placed another covering over the beams? The form of the arch 

resembles a half circle and is rather high. [sketch of vault construction] 

The walls of the first palace were completely decorated with reliefs.  When they built the 

second palace the reliefs weren’t quite suitable; they undertook slight changes, parts of 

cartouches, for example. 

 

Saturday, March 17 

 

[sketch of palace with vaulted ceilings] In the second palace the thresholds and the bases of 

columns were very sturdy, whereas in the first one they were strangely weak. In the second 

palace these huge stones were placed in sand pots, not so in the first. It is noteworthy that the 

columns in the first palace stood on brick foundations 1.40 by 1.40 m large. We are inclined to 

think, that they couldn’t have been stone columns then. But there doesn’t seem to be any other 

possibility than stone columns, because the architraves, which were undoubtedly made of stone, 

couldn’t have been placed on brick posts! We also have pieces of the stone architraves of the 

first palace, which were then used again in the second palace, after they had been reworked. We 

also have the unmistakable evidence that the wall pillars under the architraves were made of 

stone: traces of them being set up in the brick wall construction and remains of free stone.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


