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18. October, 1927 

 

The excavation of the outer area of Medinet Habu by the Epigraphic and Archaeological 

Expedition was prepared in Spring 1927, at the initiative of the director of the Oriental Institute, 

Professor Dr. Breasted.  Professor Dr. H. H. Nelson is field director of the expedition. Professor 

Dr. U. Hölscher from Hannover will lead the excavation, assisted by DeLoach from Chicago and 

architect Steckeweh from Hannover. 

 

On October 17, upon my arrival in Cairo, I received a letter from Dr. Nelson, who has 

been in Luxor for some time, informing me that our concession will only go into effect on 

December 1 (!).  I immediately went to the museum and received from Mr. Gauthier a personal 

authorization that I could start working immediately. Furthermore, while in the museum I 

learned that the Director General has no objections to the construction of a small field house 

within the area of Medinet Habu and barracks for the Quftis outside of the temple area.  The 

details of the location will  be determined together with Tewfik Effendi in Luxor.   

 

I then made all sorts of purchases for the excavation house and the work, drawing 

materials, flatware, etc. 

 

Arrival of Hölscher and his wife in Luxor early on October 18.  De Loach is already 

there. The Reis Hamid, who had served as head reis in Megiddo, has already been there for 

several days. Dr. Nelson had given him my instructions that he should come back on the 20th of 

October with three men. 

 

  



 


