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News Release
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A new exhibition at the Institute for the
Study of Ancient Cultures Museum of the
University of Chicago reveals ancient
Nubia’s animal world

Ancient Nubia, a region along the Nile in what is today
southern Egypt and northern Sudan, lived in symbiosis with
animals. The Kushites were renowned throughout West Asia
and North Africa as suppliers of animals and animal by-
products, such as skins and ivory. They were also
represented as such, whether in the context of bearing
tribute or in scenes of presenting diplomatic gifts. Wild or
domesticated, fantastic or realistic, hunted or feared,
animals were depicted in temples and tombs, on the walls
of palaces, on ceramics, and in the niches of houses.
Companions of daily life, sources of artistic and religious
inspiration, subjects of trade, familiar even in the afterlife,
animals in the ancient world had their place at the top of
society and power.

Opening April 16, 2026, A Bestiary of Ancient Nubia presents
a fascinating panorama of animals in ancient Nubia from the
A-Group culture to the medieval period (3800 BCE-900 CE).
From the lion to the crocodile, from the ibis to the ibex,
from cattle to insects, the exhibition is an original take on
the history of the Nubian civilization, with unparalleled
information and a keen sense of storytelling. This
comprehensive anthology of Nubian animal art is a world
first, intended for all enthusiasts of Nubian civilization.

This exhibition is curated by Marc Maillot and organized by
the ISAC Museum. It is supported by Deborah and Philip
Halpern, Furthermore: a program of the J. M. Kaplan

Fund, and ISAC Museum Visitors and ISAC Members.

This free special exhibition runs from April 16 through
August 16, 2026, at the ISAC Museum.
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