















































scanning of our 8x10 negative archive will begin next year. This
year the only 8x10 negatives to be scanned were of the Ramesses III
southern well, for computer joining and analysis this summer.

Volunteer Mary Grimshaw returned to Chicago after a month of
assisting Carlotta, Debbie, Sue Lezon and myself in the
library/archives, and keeping Dr. Henri in line at the dominos table;
we appreciated her help very much, and miss her. Engineer Jamie
Riley supervised the completion of the roof-sealing, insulation, and
finishing work over the library, both on the south side and upper
halls, and the replastering and repainting in the library wing. He
also coordinated the laying of a new telephone cable through the
garden, encased in an insulated pipe for protection and buried a
meter deep. CPA Financial Director Moataz Abo Shady assumed his
duties in mid-month, and is a most welcome addition to the team. 1
regret to report that Administrator Ahmed Harfoush has left Chicago
House to work in Cairo at Western Union; we owe him a great debt
for shouldering the accounting burden during a very difficult two
years, and will miss him very much.

This month was noteworthy for friends and guests who dropped by.
Mark Lehner and his family were in Luxor during the first two
weeks of the month shooting a second obelisk documentary. Jason
Ur spent a good week with us working on our Photo Archives
database. Carol Meyer and her Bir Umm Fawakir crew finished up
their fieldwork, and we bid them all farewell with a good-bye
dinner. Former epigrapher Lorelei Corcoran stopped by on a tour, as
well as Barbara Porter. Kaylin Goldstein and her parents Iris and
Paul Goldstein (OI Visiting Committee) spent a very pleasant
afternoon with us last week seeing our facility and the work at hand.

But a most illustrious guest this month was the First Lady of the
United States, Hillary Rodham-Clinton, who visited Egypt with
daughter Chelsea week before last, and spent a total of two full days
in Luxor. Preparations for this trip began in February, and continued
all through March, as "pre-advance" and "advance" teams of White
House and US Embassy staff descended on us for a seemingly endless
round of itinerary planning and site walk-throughs. Right up to the
day she arrived the itinerary was in flux, but after the hair-raising
preparations the visit itself was surprisingly pleasant. The First
Lady and Chelsea arrived midday on Tuesday, March 23, and I was
among the official "greeters" at the airport, along with the Governor



of Luxor General Selmy Selim, the American Ambassador to Egypt
Daniel Kurtzer, and the head of the Supreme Council of Antiquities,
Dr. Gaballa Ali Gaballa. Dr. Gaballa and I were her official "guides"
during her Luxor stay, and that first afternoon we squired her, the
US Ambassador, the Egyptian Minister of the Environment, and the
head of USAID Egypt through the Luxor Museum of Art and Luxor
temple. Debbie Darnell led the White House staff on a separate tour
behind us, while our friend the General Director for the west bank,
Sabry Abdel Aziz led the press corps.

Mrs. Clinton was clearly impressed with the extent, and scale, of
Luxor's ancient remains. An avid preservationist herself, she was
distressed by the signs of accelerating decay which are now visible
everywhere, particularly in the Colonnade Hall. While there I was
able to do some serious consciousness-raising regarding Egypt's
wetter climate, the high groundwater problem, and the resultant
migration of salts trapped in the stone which is causing the bases of
massive walls and columns to disintegrate. But I was also pleased to
be able to announce that Ambassador Kurtzer has set up a meeting
on April 16 of Cairo Ambassadors, USAID, EAP and ARCE reps, the
French Institute, and myself to discuss the problem and to
recommend collaborative solutions before it's too late. After visiting
the Luxor temple sanctuary, we paused beside the Epigraphic Survey
blockyard with its thousands of decorated stone fragments, where I
talked about our EAP/USAID funded documentation and
conservation projects.

That evening I was invited by the First Lady to join her, Dr. Gaballa,
Ambassador and Mrs. Kurtzer, several USAID officials, and the
assembled White House Press Corps for an al fresco dinner and
round-table discussion about Luxor and its heritage. Dr. Gaballa
opened with a talk about the significance of ancient Luxor, after
which I spoke about the documentation work of the Oriental
Institute at Chicago House, our history, present programs, and future
plans. This led to an open discussion of the conservation problems
facing Luxor and all of Egypt, and what steps have been taken to
alleviate some of those problems elsewhere, such as the USAID Old
Cairo drainage project, which by lowering the water table has slowed
down the deterioration process. = Mrs. Clinton obviously enjoys
debate, and it was such a stimulating discussion, the party only
grudgingly broke up at midnight!



The next day we took the First Lady and Chelsea to the Valley of the
Kings where Egyptian Antiquities Project Director Chip Vincent,
Antiquities Development Project Director Michael Jones, Dr. Gaballa
and I showed them the tomb of Sety I and discussed its history and
conservation problems. Then Dr. Gaballa and I took them to
Tutankhamun's tomb, followed by the mortuary temple of
Hatshepsut, and Nefertari's tomb in the Valley of the Queens. This in
a motorcade 40 cars long, mind you! At about 1:30 the entire
motorcade arrived at Chicago House, where we hosted a "private,"
sit-down buffet lunch for the First Lady, Chelsea, and forty
assembled guests: the entire Chicago House staff, Dr. Gaballa, the
Governor of Luxor, the Kurtzers, the Minister of the Environment,
USAID officials, Kent and Susan Weeks, ARCE Director Mark Easton,
Chip Vincent, Michael Jones, and Sabry Abdel Aziz. Credit must be
given to the entire CH staff for making the place shine, and the
luncheon table glorious; everyone pitched in. Our kitchen staff,
headed by chief cook Tayib, truly outdid themselves, and Mrs.
Clinton endeared herslf to them forever by having her photo taken
with them afterward in the courtyard.

The First Lady said in a short speech at lunch that the Luxor trip was
one revelation after another, chief among which was the University
of Chicago's efforts out here. She told us that she was tremendously
moved by our dedication, enthusiasm, and passion for this
preservation work, and was extremely proud that Americans were at
the forefront of such work. After a group photo of the entire
luncheon party, Carlotta and I led the First Lady, her entourage, and
the press into the library for a half-hour briefing of our
documentation work, projects, and goals, which was very well
received. I owe a tremendous debt to Carlotta for returning to assist
with this event; we could not have done it so well without her. After
signing the guest book, picking up a "Chicago House: 75 Years" button,
and accepting a 'Lost Egypt' print as a momento of her visit from
Carlotta and Sue Lezon (also t-shirts), we departed with Mrs. Clinton
and entourage for Karnak up the street. There we had a very
pleasant, late-afternoon, hour-length walk.

But that was not the end of the day. Later that evening at Luxor
temple, the Minister of Culture Farouk Hosny hosted a lavish banquet
for the First Lady in the first court of Ramesses II. While a string
quartet played in the SW corner, and brilliantly lit 35-foot statues of
Ramesses II gazed down on the assembled Egyptologists and
dignitaries, Mrs. Clinton, Chelsea, and the Minister of Culture greeted




each guest in a receiving line on the east side. Ten tables were set
up along the west side of the court, and I had the pleasure of being
seated at table #1 with the First Lady, the Ministers of Culture,
Health, and the Environment, Mark Easton, Ambassador Kurtzer, Dr.
Gaballa and the Governor of Luxor. The next day, while her mother
was giving speeches at the El-Karnak Clinic and the AUEED School, I
escorted Chelsea and White House Social Director Capricia Marshall to
the west bank for a tour of Medinet Habu, where Ted Castle,
Margaret DeJong, and Lotfi Hassan showed her our epigraphic and
conservation work. We then took in some private tombs, after which
we drove back to the Luxor airport for their departure to Tunisia.
Later that afternoon I returned to MH with USAID Egypt Director
Dick Brown for another site visit before he returned to Cairo. No rest
for the weary!

All in all it was a very stimulating visit, and the good will it
generated was far-reaching and across the board. I truly believe
that it was time well spent, and that we were a credit to the Oriental
Institute and University of Chicago.

Now, back to reality, the last two weeks of the season, and the tying
up of a LOT of loose ends! Best wishes from us all, and see you very,
very soon...
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TECHNOLOGY DISCUSSION GROUP / Chuck Jones

On Friday 12th March at noon in Breasted Hall Traianos Gagos
presented a demonstration and discussion of the APIS [Advanced
Papyrological Information System] project. You can view the
publications of the project at:

HTTP://www.lib.umich.edu/pap/

and a directory of the pages of the APIS partners at:
HTTP://www.lib.umich.edu/pap/tools/other_resources.html

On Friday 2nd April a small group met in the Director's Study.
Catherine Mardikes invited Cameron Campbell, the Head of Serials
Cataloguing at the University of Chicago Libraries, to discuss the
Chicago component of CORC - the Cooperative Online Resource
Catalogue with us. This is a research project centered at OCLC
seeking to develop systems by which OCLC and libraries can cope
with cataloguing the huge amount of material becoming available on
the Web. They are hoping to use Oriental Institute on-line materials



as a local test base - cataloguing the resources we publish on the OI
Web server, and using Abzu as a source of documents worth
cataloguing, the assumption being that materials in Abzu have been
selectively filtered by an area specialist. We will be working with
them in the coming weeks to see what can be accomplished. As
always in such discussions the stability and persistence of networked
sites is a source of concern, as are issues of "conservation",
"preservation' and "archiving".

For the first Friday in May, we have tentatively planned a
presentation of the Achaemenid Royal Inscriptions project, the
Persepolis and Ancient Iran project (see the Computer Laboratory
report above), and the past present and future of these and other
Persian materials on the OI web site. As always we expect this to be
informal and conversational.
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FRED DONNER

Fred Donner will be attending the Late Antiquity and Early Islam
Workshop on "Elites old and new in the Byzantine and early Islamic
Near East,” to be held at the University of Birmingham from 15-17
April. He will be discussant for a paper on "Concepts of Leadership
in Beduin Society" presented by William and Fidelity Lancaster.
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HARRY HOFFNER

Since I did not report my activities of February in the March OI
News, let me briefly include them here. I attended the annual
meeting of the Midwest Branch of the American Oriental Society held
at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, February 14-16. These
meetings are held in conjunction with the Midwest Branch of the
Society of Biblical Literature. The theme of the conference this year
was "Daily Life in the Ancient Near East". I was one of about six
speakers asked to address plenary sessions. Naturally, my subject
was "daily life" (whatever that is!) in ancient Hatti. Other speakers
spoke on Mesopotamia (actually two addressed this), Egypt, Syro-
Palestine, and on the East Mediterranean during the Roman Empire.
At the annual business meeting I was elected to serve a two-year
term as President. Next year's meetings (i.e., winter 2000) will be in



Chicago at the Lutheran Theological Seminary and the Oriental
Institute.

Just this past week (March 22-26) I received a copy of volume 49 of
the Journal of Cuneiform Studies, which contains my lengthy review
of the most recent volume of Hittite texts, Heinrich Otten and Christel
Ruster's Keilschrifttexte aus Boghazkoi, Vierzigste Heft. Texte
verschiedenen Inhalts vorwiegend aus Gebuude A (Buyukkale). After
a hiatus of several years during which I refused invitations to review
volumes in this series in order to focus more on the work of
preparing CHD copy, I accepted the invitation to review this new
volume, which is filled with relatively small fragments. Such a
volume poses a special challenge to reviewers to identify joins and
duplicates: a tedious, exacting, and somewhat thankless task, but one
that I always take satisfaction in doing. This time was no exception. I
was able to identify quite a few duplicates and not a few direct joins.
At the same time it gave me the opportunity to enter almost all these
new fragments in my computer database, which will be used to
revise CHD articles into final form for publication. Eventually the
same texts will have to be processed in the form we use for the
official CHD card files, but at least we now have a way to access the
information for current work.

An e-mail from Piotr Michalowski, the editor-in-chief of JCS also
informed me that volume 50 will be distributed within a few weeks.
This, you may be aware, is the volume dedicated to Professor
Guterbock on his 90th birthday, which we celebrated last October
21st, several months after the actual birthday which was May 27,
1999.

As most of you may be aware, Hans Guterbock, Aslihan Yener, and I
are co-editing a volume containing papers presented at a special
session on recent research in archaeology and philology dealing with
Hittite Anatolia. This volume is now almost ready to be submitted to
the publisher, Eisenbrauns. Editorial work on this book as well as
reworking my own contributions to it have also occupied my private
research time during the past month.
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CLEMENS REICHEL

During the AOS meeting in Baltimore in March, I presented a paper
"A Modern Crime and an Ancient Mystery - the Seal of Bilalama." An
article with the same title has been submitted to the Kienast



Festschrift. A chapter of my dissertation with the title "Artifact
Patterning and Functional Analysis: The Palace of the Rulers at the
Tell Asmar from the Ur III period to Usurawassu (ca. 2070 - 1980
B.C.)" has been submitted to the NELC department for consideration
for the Whiting fellowship. I am currently revising my paper "Seals
and Sealings at Tell Asmar - a new look at an Ur III to Early Old
Babylonian Palace,” which I presented during the 'Seals and Sealings'
plenary session at the 45th Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale
in New Haven in July 1998, for publication in the conference report.

I am very grateful to the Technology Oversight Committee of the
Humanities Division for awarding me the George Walsh Award 1998-
99 to support my computer work on the cuneiform texts from the
Diyala Region.
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MATTHEW W. STOLPER

I was one of the teeming mass of OI inmates who attended the 209th
Meeting of the Amerian Oriental Society in Baltimore, lamentably
scheduled during the spring break. I filled in for Peter Machinist by
chairing a session, so I was able to announce the wrong title for
Clemens Reichel’s paper, induce aggravation in Daniel Nevez by
announcing his paper out of order, and defer my own paper to the
end of the long afternoon, when everyone was anxious to get out of
the darkness and on to the free food and drink at the reception.
(Reichel and Nevez did superb presentations).

Mark Garrison plans to continue his collations of seal impressions on
Persepolis Fortification tablets during a visit over the weekend of
22-25 April.

R S
OI AT ARCE 1999

Based on the published schedule, the following papers by locals will
be read at the ARCE Annual Meeting in Chicago at the end of April:

Thomas Dousa with Susan H. Auth: "The Newark Museum and
University of Chicago Mosaic Glass Hathor Plaques, Egyptian or
Greek?"



Thomas Dousa "The Nose Knows: Some Remarks on the use of Smell
as a Diagnostic Tool in Ancient Egyptian Medicine"

Francois Gaudard "A New Dramatic Version of the Horus and Seth
Myth"

Li Guo "The Quseir Arabic Documents: A Preliminary Report"

Nicole Hansen "'The Living Egypt: The Ethnoarchaeological Work of
Omm Sety"

Harold M. Hays "Form and Context of the Lion-Bed"

Ray Johnson "The Epigraphic Survey on the Occasion of its 75th
Anniversary"

Joel Kramer "Maimonides' Intellectual Milieu in Cairo"
J. Brett McClain "The Decade Festival of Thebes"
Carol Meyer "The 1999 Excavations at Bir Umm Fawakhir"

Alexandra A. O'Brien "Honey-colored Woman: Physical Descriptions
in Demotic Contracts"

Marlis Saleh "Coptic Attitudes towards Muslim Government and
Society in the Fatimid Period"

Steve Vinson "A First Look at the Roman Ship Wreck in Alexandria
Harbor"

Paul E. Walker "The Relationship Between the Chief Judge (qadi al-
qudat) and Chief Religious Propagandist (da'i al-du'at) under the
Fatimids"

Bruce B. Williams "The Pharaonic Life in the Nagada Period"

Frank J. Yurco "Ipu-wer's Admonitions: A new light on the Hyksos
Era"

Several others will be chairing sessions of the conference.



Ray Johnson's Keynote Speech will be held in Breasted Hall on Friday
evening in conjuction with the preview of the Egyptian Gallery. This
event will also include a reception in the Morse Genius Reading Room
of the Research Archives.
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