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opening date for the press, Ritner will be conducting live interviews 
at the Field Museum from 5:30 AM onward for national and local 
television morning shows and the press media. He has already 
provided two hours of lectures for the Field and 01 volunteer docents 
on September 12, and he will speak to Field Women's Board on 
October 2, the Fortnightly Club on October 22, Exelon on October 23, 
the Oriental Institute on October 24, the Art Institute Classical Art 
Society on October 30, and again for the 01 on November 7. Further 
lectures on magic will be given to the South Suburban Archaeological 
Society on October 18 and the College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, Va on November 15. For the Chicago Humanities 
Festival, he will present a lecture on "Art and Text in Egyptian 
Hieroglyphs" on November 3 at the Alliance �F�r�a�n�~�a�i�s�e� (54 W. 
Chicago). 
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THEO VAN DEN HOUT 

o This summer has been a very busy one. Finally I had time to submit 
a contribution to the memorial volume for our Italian colleague 
Fiorella Imparati. The topic will be familiar to many of you since it is 
a revised version of the public lecture I gave here at the 01 in Oct. 
1999 on "Another View of Hittite Literature." At the same time it 
served as preparation for a class I am teaching currently on the shelf 
lists of the Hittite tablet collections. Just last year a lot of new shelf 
list fragments were published and that gives us wonderful new 
material to work with in class. Another contribution I am working on 
right now to a memorial volume, this time for Erich Neu, will deal 
with the origins of the so-called phraseological construction: a serial­
like use of the two most important motion verbs in Hittite. 

o 

In my Elementary Hittite class I was glad to welcome four students 
(perhaps five). 
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TONY WILKINSON 

From September 3rd until September 17th 2001 Tony Wilkinson was 
working with the Amuq Valley Regional Project, Turkey; from 
Monday 17th September until Saturday 22nd September he stayed 
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with the Oriental Institute excavation team at Hamoukar, Syria, after 
which he continued with a visit to the Oxford University Project at 
Anderine, situated between Hama and Aleppo. Fieldwork in the 
Amuq was very successful and Jesse Casana, Asa Eger and myself 
were able to demonstrate (tentatively) that the massive scale of 
settlement that occurred at the time of the growth of Roman Antioch 
appears to have unleashed a substantial degree of erosion that 
resulted in the blanketing of the valley floors with sediment eroded 
from the ' newly settled hillsides. In addition to various buried Roman 
buildings and a large Roman dam located in the SW Amuq foothills, 
we recorded in the NW Amuq Plain a Hellenistic-Byzantine complex 
of monumental tombs complete with hilltop temple complex and a 
major Seleucid lower tow.n. Jesse Casana's satellite imaging of the 
plain has demonstrated the presence of a number of previously 
unknown archaeological sites, as well as irrigation systems, and some 
of these were checked in the field. 

At Tell Hamoukar, the excavations, to date, have been very 
successful and Mac and the students are all safe, comfortable and 
well. Excavations are currently underway on Late Chalcolithic, Uruk, 
mid-late third millennium and NeoAssyrian levels. Of course, 
everyone is shocked and horrified by the events in New York and 
Washington DC, and all are very concerned about the safety of 
relatives and friends in the USA. A number of Syrians expressed 
sympathy about the tragic events, and while in Syria I spoke to 
many Syrian's and foreigners in various positions and they all 
consider that the situation regarding foreigners in the country 
continues to be safe (a situation which I can confirm from my own 
observations). From what I could determine, no foreign teams have 
left Syria to return home. Regarding security of the team members, 
Professor McGuire Gibson, director of the Hamoukar Project, is in 
touch with the US ambassador in Damascus, and our main contact in 
Qamishli (Mr Sa 'ad AsIan [PhonelFax: (963) 52 421 356]) is also in 
communication with the US embassy regarding the safety of 
foreigners in the region, but if there is any necessity Mac will ensure 
the rapid evacuation of foreign team 
members. 
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