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The T volume of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (CHD) is now well under way. I have edited more than 
forty entries of words starting in ta-, and senior editor Petra Goedegebuure has begun reviewing them and 
editing additional ones. Senior research associate Richard Beal, meanwhile, went through new and recent 
publications of Hittite texts (such as CHD Supplements 4 and 5 and Documenta Antiqua Asiae Minoris 1) 
to look for all words beginning with t. If he found a word that was new to the CHD, he wrote a new lemma; 
if it was a new example or spelling of a word already in the CHD, he integrated it into the existing lemma. 
He also did preliminary copyediting, which will save considerable time at the final copyediting stage after 
the senior editors are finished and reference checking is done. Beal completed this task up to early tu-words 
(though new texts and editions published in the future mean that such work is never entirely finished). He 
wrote several tu-word entries, most of which had not yet been written.

The 2024–25 year saw some important changes in dictionary project staff. Robert Marineau left us af-
ter having worked for the CHD for many years. We are most grateful for all the work he did and hope to stay 
in touch with him. Naomi Harris, our student assistant, continued working but also successfully defended 
her dissertation proposal in both Hittite and comparative literature, so she is now “ABD,” as we call it—all 
but dissertation. Congratulations, Naomi!

This report year also saw the hiring of a new Hittitologist, my successor. The yearlong hiring process is 
intense. It starts with posting an ad, reading applications, inviting applicants to an online interview, making 
a short list of candidates, and bringing selected candidates to Chicago for in-person interviews, presenta-
tions, and model classes. Once a final candidate has been chosen, a report is written and a recommendation 
voted on by several academic and administrative bodies. Goedegebuure spearheaded this entire process—an 
enormous task. In the end, we are happy to welcome Dr. James Burgin as our new colleague. Burgin gradu-
ated from the University of Chicago in 2016, then left for a postdoctoral position in Germany, where he 
stayed with his young family for nine years and wrote three books. By the time you read this report, he will 
have joined us in person at ISAC. You are certain to get to know him. 

As in every academic year, we held a series of talks for our Anatolian Circle, organized by Naomi Harris. 
Goedegebuure and I gave presentations in this series along with others by our students Kaichen Ying and 
Emily Smith and our postdoctoral researcher Tim Leonard. We also discussed recent studies in Hittite lexi-
cography to assess their impact on ta-words that have already been written for the CHD. Kaichen will take 
over the organization of these always-stimulating events next year—we look forward to another exciting 
series!

Finally, our deep thanks go especially to Walter and Susan Guterbock for their ongoing and generous 
support.
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