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Antiquity,” for the now posted Oriental Institute National Endowment for the Humanities-
funded online project “Teaching the Middle East: A Resource for Educators.” He completed 
revisions for his paper “Seventh-Century Identities: A Reassessment,” in preparation for 
Austrian Academy of Science volume Visions of Community, edited by W. Pohl, R. Payne, et al.; 
the manuscript was revised and corrected and is now in press. It is a revised version of his 
2009 paper presented in Vienna. He also prepared and delivered a paper, “Holy War, and the 
Heraclians,” at the conference on Byzantine War Ideology Between Roman Imperial Concept 
and Christian Religion, University of Vienna, 20 May 2011. He is revising it for publication in 
the proceedings. He also delivered the following papers at professional meetings: “Reassess-
ing Arnold J. Toynbee, Historian of Byzantium: With an Additional Comment from William 
H. McNeill” (University of Chicago Workshop on Late Antiquity and Byzantium, 5 October 
2010), “Reminiscences of Carl H. Kraeling” (Byzantine Studies Conference, at the annual 
meeting of the Byzantine Studies Association North America, University of Pennsylvania, 
10 October 2010), “The Heraclids and Holy War” (Methodology Seminar, Department of His-
tory, University of Kentucky at Lexington, 28 February 2011). He served as a session chair 
for the post-doctoral seminar Iconoclasm and Text Destruction in the Ancient Near East and 
Beyond, which was held in Breasted Hall at the Oriental Institute, 9 April 2011. He contin-
ued to serve as president of the U.S. National Committee for Byzantine Studies (USNCBS), in 
which capacity he actively planned for the next International Congress of Byzantine Studies 
(which meets every five years) that will take place in Sofia, Bulgaria, 19–27 August 2011. He 
prepared a short paper for the Sofia Congress. He also took much time serving on the Local 
Arrangements Committee for the Annual Meeting of Byzantine Studies Association of North 
America (BSANA), which will take place in Chicago, 19–22 October 2011, mostly at De Paul 
University, but one public lecture and a reception will take place at the Oriental Institute 
in Breasted Hall on 21 October 2011. He co-authored with Fred Donner a position paper for 
the Oriental Institute faculty retreat on 29 April at the Gleacher Center, downtown Chicago. 
He served as a member of the History Department Admissions and Aid Committee and as a 
member of the University of Chicago Phi Beta Kappa Executive Committee.

————————————————————

Gregory Marouard

Gregory Marouard’s year was marked by six archaeological excavations in Egypt, a schedule 
that was not too much disturbed by the events in the country during the past winter. This 
first year as research associate in Egyptian archaeology was centered around three principal 
axes of research:

(1) Urban and monumental archaeology of the Old and the Middle Kingdoms. This topic is actu-
ally Gregory’s main program of research, built around the Tell Edfu Project (directed by N. 
Moeller; see separate report). He participated:

• As senior archaeologist and assistant director of the Tell Edfu Project at the last 
field season (October to November 2010). Four months were dedicated to the post-
excavation work at the Oriental Institute and was marked by the programming of a 
new database and the study of an exceptional set of King Khayan’s seal impressions. 
On this last subject, a joint paper with N. Moeller was given at the annual meeting 
of the American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE), in Chicago, on April 3, 2011. A 
detailed article on this topic is currently in preparation
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• As project director with the collaboration of H. Papazian (University of Copenhagen), 
he conducted a first reconnaissance survey at the South Edfu Pyramid in order to 
make a complete map of this last unexcavated provincial pyramid. This work was pre-
sented in a paper at this year’s ARCE annual meeting and an article is in preparation.

• As collaborator of the Sinki Pyramid Project: in connection to the aforementioned 
program, a request for a survey authorization by the University of Copenhagen was 
put together on a similar provincial pyramid in South Abydos in co-direction with 
H. Papazian. 

(2) The archaeology of pharaonic sites along the Red Sea coast during the Old and the Middle 
Kingdoms. Being part of this project since 2002, in collaboration with the French Institute 
in Cairo (IFAO), the University of Paris - La Sorbonne and the French Foreign Office (MAE), 
Gregroy participates at the excavations at Ayn Sokhna and Wadi el-Jarf as well as on the 
extensive Wadi Araba survey. The research aim is to understand the complex phenomenon 
of royal expeditions which were led to the Sinai and beyond, including an elaborate system 
of trails, a network of coastal way stations, harbor facilities, and copper or turquoise mining 
sites along both sides of the Gulf of Suez. 

• Gregory participated as archaeologist and ceramicist at the Wadi Araba project, di-
rected by Y. Tristant (Macquarie University, Sydney). This season (December 2010) 
led to the discovery of a pharaonic track used by donkey caravans during the Old 
and early Middle Kingdoms. The trail is marked by a complex navigation system 
consisting of more than seventy visual markers (cairns) and was followed over more 
than 12.5 km leading to a large copper mining site.

• Acting as senior archaeologist and ceramicist since 2005, he joined the January 2011 
season at Ayn Sokhna (co-directed by M. Abd-el-Rhaziq of Suez University, and G. 
Castel of the IFAO). Significantly curtailed by the Egyptian revolution, the campaign 
aimed to finish the excavation on an Old Kingdom shipyard area (early Fifth Dynasty) 
and hoped to start the 3-D mapping of a unique example of a pit used for assembling 
and/or disassembling boats.

• At Wadi al-Jarf he acted as co-director (with S. Mahfouz of the University of Assiout 
and P. Tallet of the University of Paris - La Sorbonne). The first season on this ex-
ceptional pharaonic harbor site took place in June 2011. This survey and excavation 
revealed three main areas of interest: an underwater harbor installation preserved 
in excellent condition (a pier, numerous stone anchors, and complete pottery jars), 
an area with extensive campsites, and a storage facility consisting of almost thirty 
galleries (four were excavated this season) in which inscriptions and several boat 
pieces made of Lebanese cedar have been discovered. The site dates exclusively to 
the Old Kingdom (end of Fourth–mid-Fifth Dynasties) and can be now considered 
the oldest sea harbor of Egypt and beyond. Three articles are in preparation to an-
nounce this discovery.

(3) The domestic and urban archaeology of the Late Period and Greco-Roman towns, which is a 
research focus related to Gregory’s dissertation work (completed in May 2010).

• He is participating as senior archaeologist at the excavations of the settlement site at 
Buto (directed by P. Ballet of the University of Poitiers). The 2010 season saw the end 
of a four-year program focusing on a large domestic area dating from the end of the 
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Persian to the early Ptolemaic period, and a series of pottery kilns dating from the 
Roman period (Augustus). The 2011 season was a study season in order to prepare 
the collective monograph and to complete the analysis of the pottery workshop, the 
first example of sigillata kilns excavated in the Middle East.

• The investigation of the domestic quarter of the early Ptolemaic and Roman town at 
Tell Edfu, which was started during his doctoral research, is also in progress.

Five of Gregory’s articles have been published or submitted this past year: 

• “Tell el-Farain 10 – Vorbericht II. Ptolemäisch-römische Zeit,” by U. Hartung, P. Bal-
let, G. Marouard, and others. Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts, Ab-
teilung Kairo 65 (2009): 133–58.

• “Discovery of the Site of Ayn Sukhna and Initial Excavating Operations,” by M. Abd 
El-Raziq, G. Castel, G. Marouard, and P. Tallet. To be published in the proceedings of 
the international colloquium The Red Sea in Pharaonic Times: Recent Discoveries 
along the Red Sea Cost (Cairo, 11–12 January 2009). In press at IFAO.

• “Survey du monastère d’aba Apollô de Baouît: données archéologiques et ana-
lyses préliminaires de la céramique et du verre des ermitages ‘de la montage,’” by 
S. Marchand and G. Marouard. To be published in the proceedings of the inter-
national colloquium The Egyptian Hermitages during the First Millennium (Cairo, 
24–26 January 2009). In press at IFAO.

• “Révision des données archéologiques et architecturales sur les quartiers domes-
tiques et les habitats des fondations et refondations Lagides de la chôra égyptienne,” 
by G. Marouard. To be published in the proceedings of the SFAC colloquium, Greeks 
and Romans in Egypt (Paris, March 2008). In press at IFAO.

• “Et la Bouto tardive?” by P. Ballet, G. Lecuyot, G. Marouard, M. Pithon, and B. Redon. 
Bulletin de l’Institut français d’archéologie orientale 111 (2011). In press at IFAO.

————————————————————

carol Meyer 

Carol Meyer is delighted to say that the final report on the Bir Umm Fawakhir 1996 and 
1997 survey seasons appeared as Bir Umm Fawakhir 2, Oriental Institute Communications 30. 
Checking galleys and page proofs occupied part of winter and spring. Several publications 
that had been in press for longer or shorter spells also appeared: “Coptus/Coptos” for the 
Encyclopedia of Ancient History; a review of Antinoupolis I for the Bulletin of the American Society 
of Papyrologists 47; “Documentation and Conservation of Bir Umm Fawakhir,” in Preserving 
Egypt’s Cultural Heritage; and “Grinding Stones and Gold Mining at Hosh al-Guruf,” in Gdansk 
Archaeological Museum and Heritage Protection Fund African Reports 7. She also presented a paper 
on “A Ritual Cache from Tell Hamoukar, Syria” at the annual meeting of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research, in Atlanta, in November 2010. Work continues on the final report on 
the Bir Umm Fawakhir 1999 excavations and 2001 study season. Only one chapter remains 
to be drafted, but it is a hefty one, the pottery corpus. 

————————————————————
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