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both cases they surveyed the grammar and read the most important texts. The Hurrian class 
was especially exciting because in 2000 two new Hurrian grammars, in German and Italian, 
were published. Hurrian was an important language in the second millennium in the Upper 
Euphrates area. For Hittite Anatolia it has a special significance in that Hurrian civilization 
served as a major intermediary for many Mesopotamian cultural influences. Recent text finds 
have greatly contributed to a better understanding of this language that is neither Semitic nor 
Indo-European, nor is it related to Sumerian. 

Van den Hout’s research concentrated on his work for the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (see 
separate report). Remaining time was spent on class preparations and on the writing of several 
entries for the Reallexikon der Assyriologie, for which he wrote the entries on Omens, Oracle, 
Ordeal, and “Pacht.” 

Apart from the first fascicle of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (with H. G. Güterbock and 
Harry A. Hoffner, Jr.), the following articles appeared: “Neuter Plural Subjects and Nominal 
Predicates in Anatolian,” in Anatolisch und Indogermanisch/Anatolico e Indoeuropeo (Akten 
des Kolloquiums der Indogermanischen Gesellschaft Pavia, 22.–25. September 1998), edited 
by O. Carruba and W. Meid, pp. 167–92 (Innsbrucker Beiträge zur Sprachwissenschaft 100; 
Innsbruck: Institut für Sprachen und Literaturen der Universität Innsbruck, 2001); “Bemerkun-
gen zu älteren hethitischen Orakeltexten,” in Kulturgeschichten: Altorientalische Studien 
für Volkert Haas zum 65. Geburtstag, edited by Th. Richter, D. Prechel, and J. Klinger, pp. 
423–40 (Saarbrücken: SDV Saarbrücker Druckerei und Verlag, 2001); “Zur Geschichte des 
jüngeren hethitischen Reiches,” in Akten des IV. Internationalen Kongresses für Hethitologie 
(Würzburg, 4.–8. Oktober 1999), edited by Gernot Wilhelm, pp. 213–23 (Studien zu den 
Bo©azköy-Texten 45; Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2001); and “Tombs and Memorials: The 
(Divine) Stone House and Æegur Reconsidered,” in Recent Developments in Hittite Archae-
ology and History: Papers in Memory of Hans G. Güterbock, edited by K. A. Yener and H. 
A. Hoffner, Jr., pp. 73–91 (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2002). His first Internet publication, 
“‘I Have Given You My Advice’: Educational Principles of the Hittite Empire” (fourteen 
pages), is found on-line at http://www.fathom.com/index.jhtml?pageName=/story/story.
jhtml%3Fstory_ id%3D122468. Also, this year saw the publication of the first issue of the 
Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions, of which van den Hout is the managing editor.

Finally, among the papers of the late Hans Güterbock, van den Hout found an architectural 
design from probably the late 1930s for what is now the famous Museum of Ancient Anato-
lian Civilizations in Ankara. Güterbock was one of the leading figures in getting this museum 
established. The drawing had suffered some damage over the decades but was beautifully 
restored by Vicki Parry in the Conservation department and the result can now be admired 
in office 317!

——————————

Donald Whitcomb

An account of Donald Whitcomb’s activities this year may begin with field research con-
ducted last summer in Turkey at the site of Mar’ash, reported in News & Notes 171. This 
project was in conjunction with the Karamanmarash research of Elizabeth Carter, a former 
student in the Oriental Institute, who has surveyed and excavated at Domuztepe in southeast-
ern Turkey. Don’s interest stemmed from the Hadir Qinnasrin project (see separate report). 
In the early Islamic period, Qinnasrin was the capital for north Syria and the staging place 
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for the yearly campaigns into the Byzantine-held Anatolian steppe. Mar’ash was the forward 
post supplied in men and materiel from Qinnasrin. One of the most interesting results from 
this research is identification of the distribution of early Islamic sites, which cluster around 
the southern portion of the plan near the marshes (ªamuq), a situation remarkably similar to 
that of Qinnasrin itself. 

Hadir Qinnasrin was the subject of a paper presented at the Middle East Studies Association 
in San Francisco, where Don also responded to papers in John Meloy’s panel on the Indian 
Ocean (fifteenth–seventeenth century). Other activity and travel involved his role as external 
reader for dissertations. His old friend, Edouard LaGro finished at the University of Leiden, 
writing on “… mediaeval pottery from the cane sugar production and village occupation at 
Tell Abu Sarbut in Jordan.” Another dissertation was that of Michele Ziolkowski, University 
of Sydney, who wrote on “The Historical Archaeology of the Coast of Fujairah, United Arab 
Emirates … .” He traveled to the University of Göteborg, Sweden, to examine Peter Pentz, 
another old friend, on “From Africa Proconsularis to Islamic Ifriqiyah”; and most recently to 
Cambridge University for the dissertation defense of Alison Gascoigne, on “The Impact of 
the Arab Conquest on Late Roman Settlement in Egypt.” Each of these dissertations shows 
the diversity and gratifying growth of the field of Islamic archaeology.

Don taught Islamic archaeology of Syria-Palestine (Late Levant) and then two seminars 
under the general title of “Problems in Islamic Archaeology.” The first of these reflected an 
interest which originally brought Don to Chicago, urbanism; the Islamic City continues to be 
one of his main research interests. The second seminar also reflected a personal interest, his 
undergraduate concentration in Art History. This seminar, entitled “Islamic Art and Artifacts,” 
explored the difference in art historical and archaeological utilization of objects and buildings; 
the combination of archaeologists, art historians, and Islamicists among the students made 
differences in disciplinary training particularly revealing.

One of the most interesting discoveries of this past year resulted from class preparation. 
The site of Khirbet al-Karak, on the southern shore of the Lake of Galilee, is of great renown 
in Palestine. Its fame comes from the Early Bronze Age occupation, which resulted in the 
Oriental Institute excavations by P. Delougaz and R. Haines in 1952/1953. They also recov-
ered a substantial occupation of the early Islamic period and published a complete report in A 
Byzantine Church at Khirbet al-Karak in 1960. The pottery from this site represents a clear 
collection of transitional late Byzantine and early Islamic ceramics from Palestine, ideal for 
class presentations.

This year, Don decided to examine the archaeological contexts in greater detail. First came 
the three construction phases of the Byzantine church, which ended after “… a period of ne-
glect and encroachment” (according to Delougaz), with construction of an enigmatic “new 
Arab building.” Recent research by Yitzar Hirschfeld now provides other examples of such 
building complexes, which he describes as villas or manor houses of late Byzantine or early 
Islamic times. The second aspect of the context was the Roman fort containing a fifth–sixth-
century synagogue and bath house, excavated in 1950. A quick examination of Palestinian 
synagogues, made possible through Chuck Jones’ computerized resources of the Oriental 
Institute library, revealed that the identification of the Khirbet al-Karak synagogue has been 
challenged. Rony Reich, one of the most prominent Israeli archaeologists, proved this could 
not have been a synagogue but did not advance further explanation.

The Israeli excavations had noted similarities of the bath to features of the early Islamic 
bath at Khirbet al-Mafjar. From this and other features, it is possible to show the whole 
complex to be a so-called “desert castle,” a palatial complex of the Umayyad period. Hap-
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pily, the story of discovery does not end there: research into the historical geography of this 
region revealed the existence of al-Sinnabra, somewhere near Khirbet al-Karak. Al-Sinnabra 
was known as the winter resort of Mu’awiya, Marwan, and other early Umayyad caliphs. 
Remarkably, no one seems to have put together al-Sinnabra with the Islamic palace complex 
at Khirbet al-Karak; and Don has now done this from the comfort of the Oriental Institute 
basement and library.

In April, Don presented this discovery at the Third International Congress of Archaeology 
of the Ancient Near East in Paris. With the greatest of ironies, his lecture took place at the 
same exact hour that Raphael Greenberg presented his new research on the Bronze Age site 
of Khirbet al-Karak. Consultations after the papers revealed that much more evidence on the 
Islamic occupation lies unused in the archives of the Israel Antiquities Authority. The logi-
cal proposal is to join interests for a new archaeological project, though this may be for our 
students in better times.

——————————

Tony J. Wilkinson

In the winter quarter of 2002 Robert McC. Adams was back in residence at the Oriental Insti-
tute. His presence provided a valuable focus for many who are interested in regional analysis, 
irrigation systems, and remote sensing, as well as Mesopotamian archaeology in general. 
Consequently in February, in order to take advantage of his spell of residence, a number of 
seminars and workshops were convened. Particularly stimulating was a quarter-long seminar 
devoted to a comparative analysis of irrigation systems in the Near East (generously conceived 
in this case as extending from Bali to Egypt). Many sessions were staged at quite short notice, 
and despite — or as Tony J. Wilkinson suspects — because of their impromptu nature, they 
turned out to be very successful. Particularly noteworthy was a Saturday seminar conducted 
in the Department of Anthropology under the auspices of the Interdisciplinary Archaeology 
Workshop and organized by Nick Kouchoukos. The topic of this workshop was the use of 
CORONA satellite images for the study of ancient landscapes. This subject is particularly 
apposite because Robert Adams was instrumental in the release of these satellite images in 
the first place. From the perspective of the department of Near Eastern Languages and Civili-
zations and the Oriental Institute the session was particularly satisfactory thanks to splendid 
presentations of innovative work by Carrie Hritz, Jesse Casana, and Jason Ur.

Fieldwork by Wilkinson in 2001/2002 was limited to about two weeks in the Amuq plain, 
and some ten days in Syria in September 2001. Particularly instructive was a visit to the site 
of al-Anderine in central Syria where Marlia and Cyril Mango of the University of Oxford 
were investigating a massive Roman cistern on the edge of this magnificent Byzantine city. 

Two papers were presented at sessions dedicated to Robert Adams. The first was a joint 
presentation (with Nick Kouchoukos) at the Association of American Anthropologists meeting 
in Washington, DC, and the second was in January at the Archaeological Institute of America 
gold-medal session. Other papers were given at the Society for American Archaeology in Den-
ver, the annual “Excavation Results Symposium” meetings in Ankara (jointly with Aslıhan 
Yener), and at a workshop on “Archaeological Survey in the Mediterranean World” at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Particularly enjoyable was a workshop at the University of Pennsylvania 
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