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pily, the story of discovery does not end there: research into the historical geography of this 
region revealed the existence of al-Sinnabra, somewhere near Khirbet al-Karak. Al-Sinnabra 
was known as the winter resort of Mu’awiya, Marwan, and other early Umayyad caliphs. 
Remarkably, no one seems to have put together al-Sinnabra with the Islamic palace complex 
at Khirbet al-Karak; and Don has now done this from the comfort of the Oriental Institute 
basement and library.

In April, Don presented this discovery at the Third International Congress of Archaeology 
of the Ancient Near East in Paris. With the greatest of ironies, his lecture took place at the 
same exact hour that Raphael Greenberg presented his new research on the Bronze Age site 
of Khirbet al-Karak. Consultations after the papers revealed that much more evidence on the 
Islamic occupation lies unused in the archives of the Israel Antiquities Authority. The logi-
cal proposal is to join interests for a new archaeological project, though this may be for our 
students in better times.

——————————

Tony J. Wilkinson

In the winter quarter of 2002 Robert McC. Adams was back in residence at the Oriental Insti-
tute. His presence provided a valuable focus for many who are interested in regional analysis, 
irrigation systems, and remote sensing, as well as Mesopotamian archaeology in general. 
Consequently in February, in order to take advantage of his spell of residence, a number of 
seminars and workshops were convened. Particularly stimulating was a quarter-long seminar 
devoted to a comparative analysis of irrigation systems in the Near East (generously conceived 
in this case as extending from Bali to Egypt). Many sessions were staged at quite short notice, 
and despite — or as Tony J. Wilkinson suspects — because of their impromptu nature, they 
turned out to be very successful. Particularly noteworthy was a Saturday seminar conducted 
in the Department of Anthropology under the auspices of the Interdisciplinary Archaeology 
Workshop and organized by Nick Kouchoukos. The topic of this workshop was the use of 
CORONA satellite images for the study of ancient landscapes. This subject is particularly 
apposite because Robert Adams was instrumental in the release of these satellite images in 
the first place. From the perspective of the department of Near Eastern Languages and Civili-
zations and the Oriental Institute the session was particularly satisfactory thanks to splendid 
presentations of innovative work by Carrie Hritz, Jesse Casana, and Jason Ur.

Fieldwork by Wilkinson in 2001/2002 was limited to about two weeks in the Amuq plain, 
and some ten days in Syria in September 2001. Particularly instructive was a visit to the site 
of al-Anderine in central Syria where Marlia and Cyril Mango of the University of Oxford 
were investigating a massive Roman cistern on the edge of this magnificent Byzantine city. 

Two papers were presented at sessions dedicated to Robert Adams. The first was a joint 
presentation (with Nick Kouchoukos) at the Association of American Anthropologists meeting 
in Washington, DC, and the second was in January at the Archaeological Institute of America 
gold-medal session. Other papers were given at the Society for American Archaeology in Den-
ver, the annual “Excavation Results Symposium” meetings in Ankara (jointly with Aslıhan 
Yener), and at a workshop on “Archaeological Survey in the Mediterranean World” at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Particularly enjoyable was a workshop at the University of Pennsylvania 
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devoted to the study of cultural interactions within the Indian Ocean. This provided an excel-
lent opportunity to present a multi-disciplinary review of patterns of cultural interaction over 
the last 18,000 years in the light of changing patterns of winds, ocean currents, and climate. 

In addition to putting the final stages to books on the Archaeology of the Near Eastern 
Landscape and the Archaeology of the Upper Tabqa Dam Area (Syria), papers appeared in a 
number of journals and books, including Tell Brak, Volume 2, the Proceedings of the Seminar 
for Arabian Studies, a festschrift for David Oates, and the new catalog for the Land of Sheba 
exhibit at the British Museum.

——————————

Karen L. Wilson

Most of Karen L. Wilson’s time was devoted to directing the Oriental Institute Museum (see 
separate report). During fall quarter she taught a course with Aslıhan Yener on museum instal-
lation, focusing specifically on the new Syrian/Anatolian Gallery and the objects that will be 
used in those exhibits. Her article “The Temple Mound at Bismaya” appeared in Leaving No 
Stones Unturned: Essays on the Ancient Near East and Egypt in Honor of Donald P. Hansen, 
and she contributed an essay and entries on Oriental Institute objects for the upcoming exhi-
bition catalog “In the Beginning”: Art of Mesopotamia’s Golden Age, to be published by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. In June, she attended the conference “Images and 
Ideas: Exhibiting Science in Museums” here in Chicago.

——————————

K. aslıhan Yener

During 2001 K. Aslıhan Yener directed the seventh season of work at the Amuq Valley Re-
gional Projects (AVRP) in Antakya, Turkey. Excavated materials from previous seasons at 
Tell Atchana (ancient Alalakh) were studied at the Hatay Archaeological Museum. The work 
in the Amuq is published in Yener (2001) “Amuq Valley Regional Project,” in The Oriental 
Institute 2000–2001 Annual Report, pp. 11–15; “Alalakh: A Late Bronze Age Capital in the 
Amuq Valley, Southern Turkey,” in The Oriental Institute News & Notes 169 (2002): 1–6; 
“Excavations in Hittite Heartlands. Recent Investigations in Late Bronze Age Anatolia,” in 
New Perspectives in Hittite Archaeology: Papers in Memory of Hans G. Güterbock, edited by 
K. A. Yener and H. A. Hoffner, Jr., pp. 1–9 (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2002); and “Univer-
sity of Chicago, Oriental Institute 2000 Yili Hatay Aççana, Tayinat Höyükleri ve Samanda©ı 
Yüzey Ara®tırmaları,” in XIX Ara®tırma Sonuçları Toplantısı, by K. A. Yener, T. Harrison, 
and H. Pamir, pp. 289–302 (Ankara: Ministry of Culture, 2002).

Honors, grants, and awards during the year included Small Grants for Instructional Im-
provement; the Joukowsky Family Grant, “The Oriental Institute Alalakh Survey, Turkey”; the 
National Geographic Society Grant; Institute of Aegean Prehistory Grant; and the American 
Schools for Oriental Research Grant, “The Oriental Institute Alalakh Survey, Turkey.” 

Yener was invited to give the following lectures: “The Oriental Institute Amuq Valley Re-
gional Projects, the 2001 Surveys at Atchana, Tayinat and Orontes Delta,” at the Meetings of 
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