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	 •	 With	 the	addition	of	 a	way	of	 accessing	and	comparing	underlying	paradigm	structuring	
generalizations,	a	tool	of	interest	to	general	linguistics	for	the	exploration	of	the	synchronic	
and	diachronic	aspects	of	paradigm-based	approaches	to	morphological	structure.

In	this	context,	a	relevant	article	from	a	recent	conference	has	appeared	in	published	form:	“The	
‘Weak’	Verb:	Akkadian	and	Beja”	The Akkadian Language in Its Semitic Context: Studies in the 
Akkadian of the Third and Second Millennium B.C.,	edited	by	G.	Deutscher	and	N.	J.	C.	Kouwen-
berg,	pp.	19–29	(Leiden:	Nederlands	Instituut	voor	het	Nabije	Oosten,	2006).	

Still	in	linguistics,	but	on	a	different	tack,	he	gave	a	final	summarizing	talk,	“Synthèse:	The	
Dynamics	of	Case	—	Recapitulation	and	Future	Directions,”	at	an	 international	colloquium	on	
Variations,	 concurrence	 et	 évolution	des	 cas	 dans	 divers	 domaines	 linguistiques,	 held	 in	Paris,	
April	2–4,	2007,	at	the	Institut	Catholique	and	the	University	of	Chicago,	Paris	Center.

Finally,	continuing	also	with	the	problem	of	the	design,	publication,	systematical	exploration,	
and	maintenance	of	 a	 lexically	 and	grammatically	 annotated	 corpus,	 he	 attended	 a	 colloquium	
“Les	archives	de	Persépolis”	held	jointly	at	the	Collège	de	France	and	the	Chicago	Paris	Center	
on	November	3–4,	2006,	where	he	gave	a	joint	presentation	with	Matt	Stolper	and	Mark	Garrison	
of	the	OCHRE	interface	for	the	digital	publication	of	the	archive	(concentrating	on	questions	of	
glossary	maintenance	and	of	querying	the	corpus	for	grammatical	and	lexical	information).	

——————————

Rebecca Hasselbach

This	academic	year	saw	the	publication	of	several	articles	by	Rebecca Hasselbach:	“Interpreting	
Early	Akkadian	Orthography	—	A	Note	on	Pronominal	Suffixes	 in	Sargonic	Akkadian”	 in	 the	
Zeitschrift für Assyriologie;	“The	Ventive	/	Energic	in	Semitic	—	A	Morphological	Study”	in	the	
Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft;	and	“The	Affiliation	of	Sargonic	Ak-
kadian	to	Babylonian	and	Assyrian	—	New	Insights	Concerning	the	Subgrouping	of	Akkadian”	in	
the Journal of Semitic Studies.	She	also	wrote	several	book	reviews	on	books	dealing	with	Akka-
dian	grammar	and	Comparative	Semitics	in	general.	In	addition	to	these	publications,	Hasselbach	
started	 to	work	on	a	new	research	project	—	a	detailed	study	of	Semitic	case	and	grammatical	
relations	—	that	will	be	the	subject	of	her	next	book.	This	project	will	make	use	of	typological	
studies	—	studies	 that	establish	cross-linguistic	 tendencies	on	 the	basis	of	 large	samples	of	 the	
world’s	languages	—	regarding	case	marking,	grammatical	relations,	head	and	dependent	mark-
ing,	and	word	order,	and	compare	these	to	Semitic	languages	in	order	to	determine	whether	Se-
mitic	languages	conform	to	typological	tendencies,	and	whether	it	is	possible	to	use	typological	
studies	to	reconstruct	the	earliest	stages	of	the	Semitic	nominal	system	and	case	inflection,	which	
until	today	remain	a	matter	of	dispute.	

First	results	of	Hasselbach’s	ongoing	investigation	of	the	Semitic	case	system	have	been	pre-
sented	 in	March	at	 the	Colloque Cas	 in	Paris,	where	she	gave	a	 talk	about	 the	development	of	
case	marking	in	Phoenician,	concluding	that	the	process	underlying	the	loss	of	case	inflection	in	
this	language	can	be	explained	by	functional	and	typological	tendencies.	This	study	will	be	pub-
lished	in	the	conference	proceedings.	A	similar	discussion	of	the	Akkadian	case	system	will	be	
presented	at	the	Rencontre	Assyriologique	Internationale	in	July,	which	shows	that	Akkadian	un-
derwent	the	same	basic	processes	in	the	loss	of	case	inflection	as	Phoenician.	The	results	of	these	
two	preliminary	 investigations	strengthen	 the	assumption	 that	 language	 typologies	can	comple-
ment	internal	Semitic	evidence.	
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In	April,	Hasselbach	took	over	as	Book	Review	editor	for	the	Ancient	Near	East	for	the	Jour-
nal of Near Eastern Studies	from	Robert	Biggs,	who	retired	as	editor	of	the	journal.	

In	addition	 to	 these	projects,	Hasselbach	was	 involved	 in	a	grant	proposal	 submitted	 to	and	
approved	by	 the	 Joint	Theory	 Institute	 entitled	 “Simulating	Language	Evolution	 in	 a	Dynamic	
Social	and	Environmental	Metamodel.”	This	project,	which	is	a	joint	project	between	the	Depart-
ment	of	Linguistics	and	the	Oriental	Institute,	attempts	to	integrate	language	data	in	a	previously	
created	computer	simulation	of	ancient	Mesopotamia	that	works	with	economic	and	environmen-
tal	 factors,	 in	order	 to	 trace	 language	change.	Hasselbach	will	be	 responsible	 for	providing	 the	
language	data	for	the	project.	

——————————

Thomas a. Holland

Thomas A. Holland	is	happy	to	report	that	the	final	volumes	of	the	Tell	es-Sweyhat	excavations	
in	Syria	were	computer	formatted	by	the	Publications	Office	at	 the	end	of	2006	and	were	pub-
lished	by	the	Oriental	Institute	in	January	2007	(Tell Es-Sweyhat, Syria, Vol. 2: Archaeology of 
the Bronze Age, Hellenistic, and Roman Remains at an Ancient Town on the Euphrates River	[two	
volumes,	text	and	plates],	Oriental	Institute	Publications	125	[Chicago:	Oriental	Institute,	2006]).

As	reported	in	last	year’s	The Oriental Institute 2005–2006 Annual Report,	pp.	99–101,	Hol-
land	 began	 to	 edit	 a	 new	volume	 to	mark	 the	 one	 hundredth	 anniversary	 of	Oriental	 Institute	
publications,	which	 is	entitled	Publications of the Oriental Institute 1906–2006: Exploring and 
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Investigations into the History and Civilizations of the Near 
East	 (with	an	 Introduction	by	Gil	 J.	Stein,	Director	of	 the	Oriental	 Institute),	and	will	be	pub-
lished	 in	 the	 series	Oriental	 Institute	Communications,	 volume	30.	This	 volume	 is	 intended	 to	
complement	and	serve	as	a	guide	to	all	Oriental	Institute	publications	up	to	2006	that	will	eventu-
ally	be	available	online.	Holland	completed	this	volume	towards	the	end	of	2006	and	it	is	now	in	
press	with	the	Publications	Office.

At	 his	 pre-retirement	 celebration	 in	December,	Holland	presented	 two	 in-house	 talks,	 illus-
trated	with	slides,	concerning	his	travels	in	Africa	and	his	archaeological	field	work	in	the	Near	
East.	Beginning	in	1965,	he	worked	with	Peter	J.	Parr	at	Petra,	Kathleen	M.	Kenyon	at	Jerusalem,	
and	Crystal-M.	Bennett	at	Tawilan,	all	in	Jordan.	During	1971,	he	worked	on	the	first	field	season	
at	Umm	Dabaghiyah,	 Iraq,	with	Diana	Helbaek.	 In	1972	he	was	a	 field	 supervisor	on	 the	 first	
field	season	at	Tell	Abu	Hureyra,	a	Neolithic	site	excavated	by	Andrew	M.	T.	Moore	beside	the	
Euphrates	River	in	northern	Syria.	From	1973	until	1975	he	directed	the	first	seasons	of	excava-
tions	at	Tell	es-Sweyhat,	which	was	one	of	the	sites	on	the	east	bank	of	the	Euphrates	Tabqa	Dam	
rescue	 excavations	 that	was	 sponsored	 by	 the	Ashmolean	Museum,	 the	University	 of	Oxford.	
During	the	years	1976,	1978,	and	1980	he	acted	as	Assistant	Director	of	Excavations	at	Tell	Brak,	
Syria,	under	the	directorship	of	David	Oates.	Excavations	were	renewed	at	Tell	es-Sweyhat	under	
the	sponsorship	of	the	Oriental	Institute	and	the	University	Museum	of	the	University	of	Pennsyl-
vania,	which	consisted	of	three	field	seasons	conducted	during	1989,	1991,	and	1992.

Holland	was	honored	at	the	conclusion	of	his	talks	by	a	splendid	Oriental	Institute	party	amidst	
the	grand	setting	of	 the	Director’s	Office	at	which	 time	he	was	presented	with	a	very	beautiful	
mahogany	and	onyx	plague	decorated	in	gold	lettering	with	the	following	inscription:	The Orien-
tal Institute, University of Chicago, Presented to Tom Holland, In Recognition of 22 Outstanding 
Years of Service, 1984–2006. 
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