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Stauder-Porchet and Andréas Stauder, who received Swiss National Science Foundation scholar-
ships to pursue postdoctoral research on ancient Egyptian language at the University.

——————————

W. Raymond Johnson

This year W. Raymond Johnson completed his thirty-second year working in Egypt, his thirtieth 
full year working for the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor, and his twelfth season as Field Director. 
On June 3rd Ray gave an Oriental Institute Members’ Lecture entitled “The Epigraphic Survey 
in Luxor: Change and Challenges in the Nile Valley,” where he outlined the current documenta-
tion, conservation, and restoration projects of Chicago House and discussed the Government of 
Egypt-sponsored urban renewal program that is rapidly transforming the face of modern Luxor. 
This summer, in addition to overseeing the printing of Medinet Habu IX, The Eighteenth Dynasty 
Temple, Part 1: The Inner Sanctuaries with the Oriental Institute Publications Office, he is writing 
a chapter entitled “Akhenaten in Nubia” for a book of collected essays on Nubia edited by Margie 
Fisher, Peter Lacovara, and Sue D’Auria. Ray is also writing a chapter on the late third-century 
a.d. Roman reuse of Luxor Temple for the American Research Center in Egypt-sponsored pub-
lication The Art of Maintaining an Empire: Roman Wall Paintings in Luxor Temple.

——————————

Walter e. Kaegi

Cambridge University Press accepted for publication Walter E. Kaegi’s book manuscript, 
Muslim Expansion and Byzantine Collapse in North Africa. Kaegi published a chapter entitled 
“Confronting Islam: Emperors versus Caliphs, 641–c. 850)” as chapter 9 for The Cambridge 
History of the Byzantine Empire, edited by Jonathan Shepard (2008, pp. 365–94). He also pub-
lished a joint article with Paul M. Cobb, “Heraclius, ShahrbarΩz, and al-ṬabarÏ,” pp. 95–112 in 
Al-ṬabarÏ; A Medieval Muslim Historian and His Work, edited by Hugh N. Kennedy, Studies in 
Late Antiquity and Early Islam 15 (Princeton: Darwin Press, 2008).

Kaegi delivered two papers: (1) January 9, 2009: “Reassessing Late Antique Warfare” in a 
panel on “New Approaches to the Political and Military History of the Greek, Roman, and Late 
Roman Worlds,” sponsored by the American Philological Association Committee on Ancient 
History at the annual meeting of the American Philological Association in Philadelphia, PA 
(now published online at http://www.apaclassics.org/education/CAH/2009panel.html, or go 
to www.apaclassics.org and click on the rubric “New Approaches to the Political & Military 
History of the Greek, Roman, and Late Roman Worlds.” (2) June 17, 2009: “Seventh-century 
Identities: A Reassessment,” at the international congress Visions of Community: Ethnicity, 
Religion and Power in the Early Medieval West, Byzantium and the Islamic World, sponsored 
by the Akademie der Wissenschaften, in Vienna, Austria.

On April 3, 2009, Walter Kaegi chaired Session V: “Roman and Non-Roman Identity,” at 
the Society for Late Antiquity’s biennial conference Shifting Frontiers VIII: Shifting Cultural 
Frontiers in Late Antiquity, held at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.
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He completed an article of memories about a former director of the Oriental Institute: 
“Carl Hermann Kraeling: A Reminiscence,” to be published in the forthcoming Norman Golb 
festschrift.

On September 27, 2008, as President, Kaegi represented the U.S. National Committee for 
Byzantine Studies (USNCBS) at the preliminary meeting in Athens, Greece, to plan the 2011 
International Congress in Sofia, Bulgaria. He subsequently prepared and posted online the 2009 
report of the U.S. National Committee for Byzantine Studies for the Association Internationale 
des Études Byzantines, Athens. 

Kaegi engaged in professional travel to Egyptian archaeological sites, monasteries, and mu-
seums, March 6–21, 2009.

Kaegi also completed four book reviews.
Kaegi served as President of the University of Chicago Phi Beta Kappa Chapter 2008/09 

and, on April 29, 2009, spoke at the memorial service for history Professor Richard Hellie. In 
September 2008 Kaegi made an interview for the University of Chicago that has been posted 
on YouTube and on the Oriental Institute blog: www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3-V9g8ybUo = 
oihistory.blogspot.com/2008/11/walter-kaegi-on-hyde-park.html.

——————————

carol Meyer

In September and October 2008 Carol Meyer participated in the Tell Hamoukar expedition in 
Syria to analyze the ground-stone artifacts from the 2005 and 2006 seasons. Her new database 
table for stone artifacts includes the petrological identification and other basic data for each 
item and will link to the line drawings and sorted and formatted photographs. The next step will 
be establishing a chronological typology that can be used for dating surface finds and to ad-
dress more complicated problems, such as changing trade patterns and technology. Meyer also 
completed an article on “Coptus/Coptos” for the new Encyclopedia of Ancient History. Final 
top plans, sections, and Harris matrices for the 1999 Bir Umm Fawakhir excavations are nearly 
complete, but work was curtailed by family concerns.

——————————

nadine Moeller

As last year, Nadine Moeller directed the excavations at Tell Edfu in Upper Egypt during most 
of autumn quarter. The summary of results of this season are described in detail in the Tell Edfu 
Project Report. In August 2008 she was awarded a National Endowment for the Humanies 
Digital Startup Grant for a project entitled “Digital Documentation of a Provincial Town in 
Ancient Egypt,” with the aim to develop new digital image-capturing techniques that will enable 
researchers to process data from archaeological excavations more accurately and efficiently. Also 
involved in this project is Lec Maj, Assistant Director for Research Computing of the Humanities 
Division, who is providing the technology support. Furthermore, there is a new Web site being 
set up with the help of Maj for the Tell Edfu project at www.telledfu.org that shows some of 
the results.
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