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on the topic, including an unrecognized serpent ritual in the Pyramid Texts (with critical pas-
sages in Semitic, to be published by Richard Steiner), Pyramid Text influence on the Demotic 
“Romance of Setna and the Mummies,” overlooked theological insights from the mummy case 
of Meresamun in the Oriental Institute, Demotic graffiti at the Theban tomb of Nespakashuty 
and at Medinet Habu, funerary texts of Third Intermediate Period chantresses and the conscious 
omission of male relatives (husbands and fathers), and a forthcoming, complete edition of the 
papyri once acquired (and partially “translated”) by Joseph Smith, founder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The final lecture surveyed the practice and theory of Egyptian 
medicine, a contrast with Greek practices, associated magical spells and iconography, gynecol-
ogy, his new edition of the Bentresh tale preserved in blocks at Luxor, and the nature of demonic 
possession as described in Egyptian texts. 

Earlier in the year Ritner presented “An Evening with Akhenaton” at the home of David 
and Mari Terman in Wilmette on behalf of the Oriental Institute Presents Series, Research 
Endowment Campaign (October 17). Ritner’s study of “Fragmentation and Re-integration in 
the Third Intermediate Period” appeared in The Libyan Period in Egypt: Historical and Cultural 
Studies into the 21st–24th Dynasties; Proceedings of a Conference at Leiden University, 25–27 
October 2007, edited by G. P. F. Broekman, R. J. Demarée, and O. E. Kaper (Leiden); and his 
1998 translations of “Practical Egyptian Magical Spells” — created for the re-opening of the 
Egyptian Gallery — were reprinted for the North Texas ARCE Newsletter 16/5 (Dallas).

During the year he completed manuscripts for “The Possession of Bentresh: A Parallel Text 
from the Luxor Blockyard,” to be included in a future publication of The Epigraphic Survey’s 
Luxor Project. Two festschrift articles (for a German and an American scholar) comprise “Setna’s 
Spell of Taking Security (Setna I, col. IV/31–34),” and “Two Third Intermediate Period Books 
of the Dead: P. Houston 31.72 and P. Brooklyn 37.1801E.” Ritner’s “Forward: An Egyptological 
Perspective,” will open Richard C. Steiner’s volume Proto-Canaanite Serpent Spells in the 
Pyramid Texts: A First Look at the Ancestor of Phoenician and Hebrew in the Third Millennium 
B.C.E., to be published in Harvard Semitic Studies. Ritner has also completed an article for the 
Persepolis Fortification Tablet publications: “Egyptian Elements in the Persepolis Fortification 
Tablets (and other Achaemenid Seals and Sealings),” and a review and addition to the Meresamun 
publications, “Reading the Coffin of Meresamun.” Dr. Ritner’s publication “Cultural Exchanges 
between Egyptian and Greek Medicine” appeared in Moving Across Borders: Foreign Relations, 
Religion and Cultural Interactions in the Ancient Mediterranean, edited by P. Kousoulis and 
K. Magliveras in the series Orientalia Lovaniensa Analecta, number 159.

When otherwise unclaimed, he served on multiple committees and taught courses on “An 
Introduction to Middle Egyptian Hieroglyphs” I–II, “Animal Cults in a Wider Context: Social, 
Political and Economic Ramifications,” and “The Religion of Graeco-Roman Egypt.”

——————————

Yorke Rowan

During this academic year, several new publications appeared by newly appointed Research 
Associate Yorke Rowan. “The Chalcolithic Period of the Southern Levant: A Synthetic Review” 
(with J. Golden) appeared as an entire issue of the Journal of World Prehistory (issue 22: 1–92), 
providing the first comprehensive synthesis of the period in over twenty years. In addition, 
he edited (with J. Ebeling) New Approaches to Old Stones: Recent Studies of Ground Stone 
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Artifacts (London, Equinox); Rowan and Ebeling also wrote the introductory chapter, “The 
Potential of Ground Stone Studies.” Two other volumes were submitted to reviewers; one, co-
edited with J. Lovell (Director of the Kenyon Institute in Jerusalem), Culture, Chronology and 
the Chalcolithic: Theory and Transition, the result of a workshop organized by the editors for 
the International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East (ICAANE) meetings 
in Madrid, will be published by the Council for British Research in the Levant as part of their 
Levant Supplementary Series. The other volume, Beyond Belief: The Archaeology of Religion 
and Ritual will appear as part of the Archaeological Papers of the American Anthropology 
Association. 

Rowan participated in two major conferences, the American Schools of Oriental Research 
(ASOR) annual meeting and the inaugural Department of Antiquities of Jordan Prehistory 
Conference in Amman, Jordan, in May 2009. At ASOR, he completed his third and final year as 
co-chair of the Annual Meetings Program Committee and presented a paper entitled “Southern 
Levantine and Predynastic Egyptian Connections: Evidence for Late 5th–early 4th Millennium 
Relations” in the Prehistory Session. 

In Amman, he presented two papers: “Maitland’s Mesa: A Basalt Capped Plateau in the 
Eastern Badia of Jordan” and “The Necropolis at Wisad Pools, Eastern Badia,” both co-authored 
with G. Rollefson and A. Wasse. Also with Rollefson and Wasse, Rowan co-authored “Images of 
the Environment: Rock Art and the Exploitation of the Jordanian Badiah,” concerning research at 
Wisad Pools, a necropolis with a concentration of rock art in the basalt desert of eastern Jordan. 
This appeared in the Department of Antiquities new publication, Journal of Epigraphy and Rock 
Drawings (issue 2: 17–51). In June 2009, Rowan and Rollefson returned to Wisad Pools for a 
second field season to map major structures, primarily tower tombs, cairns, and enclosures in the 
central area around the pools. Lastly, his review of More than Meets the Eye: Studies on Upper 
Paleolithic Diversity in the Near East, edited by A. Nigel Goring-Morris and A. Belfer-Cohen 
(2003) appeared in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies (issue 68/2: 109–10).

In August, Rowan visited Israel for preliminary archaeological site visits with colleagues, 
in order to plan the new Oriental Institute research initiative in the Lower Galilee. Visits to 
Chalcolithic (ca. 4500–3600 b.c.) sites narrowed the possible choices for the Oriental Institute 
field research project. During a follow-up visit, the site Marj Rabba (Har ha-Sha’avi, west) was 
chosen for initial excavations in a regional investigation of Chalcolithic sites. En route to Tel 
Aviv, a week was spent on the island of Koufinissi in the Cyclades working with geologist John 
Dixon on the final report of ground-stone material from Keros, the Early Bronze Age site recently 
excavated by Colin Renfrew’s team (during 2006–08).

——————————

Foy scalf

Yet again, Foy Scalf found himself relentlessly busy throughout the 2008–2009 academic year. 
The Research Archives and his dissertation occupied much of his time, but he still managed to 
present several lectures and publish a number of articles. On August 29, Foy presented a pa-
per entitled “Oriental Institute Demotic Ostraca Online (O.I.D.O.O.)” at the 10th International 
Congress of Demotic Studies in Leuven, Belgium. On December 6, he gave a talk for the Chicago 
Chapter of the American Research Center in Egypt on “Repelling the Enemies of Osiris: The 
Use of Magical Bricks in Ancient Egypt.” Foy’s article on the magical bricks from the Oriental 
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