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contained in these documents is fundamental to trace the status transition of captives turned into 
slaves. Since a section of the archive deals with flour allocated to messengers and emissaries 
from other kingdoms, it is also possible to investigate the diplomatic dealings of rebel kings and 
therefore aspects of the poorly known political history of the period.

Andrea is also working on the prosopography of texts dated to king RÏm-Anum of Uruk and 
preparing an edition of a group of cuneiform tablets from the Princeton Theological Seminary 
dealing with slaves. In the spring quarter she was invited to the University of California at 
Berkeley, where she conducted a workshop on “The House of Prisoners in Uruk.” At Berkeley 
Andrea also gave a lecture entitled “Borrowings to Create Anew: Intertextuality in the Babylonian 
Poem of Creation.” This lecture will be turned into an article for publication. She will spend the 
last two weeks of August working on Old Babylonian tablets in the British Museum.

——————————

Oğuz soysal

In 2008/2009 O©uz Soysal continued his job with the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project. Much 
of his time has been spent writing articles on words beginning with te / ti, tu and editing the first 
drafts of the words da-, dai-, tiya-, also preparing the transliterations of the recent cuneiform edi-
tions Keilschrifttexte aus Bo©azköy, vol. 47 and vol. 58, for the CHD files. His personal research 
has continued to focus on Hittite history/culture and the Hattian language. Soysal published the 
article “Philological Contributions to Hattian — Hittite Religion (I)” in the Journal of Ancient 
Near Eastern Religions 8/1 (2008): 45–46.

Furthermore, six more articles including four contributions for two European festschrifts and 
for the German series Reallexikon der Assyriologie, as well as two book reviews to be submitted 
to American journals have been prepared and are awaiting publication.

In 2008 Soysal continued to devote time to research activities for international representations 
as well. At the 7th Hittitological Congress in Çorum (Turkey) he read a paper on the designations 
of the drinking vessels and cult drinking practice among the Hittites. In further connection to this 
subject, since March 2009 Soysal has intensified his research on the Hittite animal-shaped cultic 
vessels according to the written sources. The philological results will be made public as part 
of a future co-operation with the German archaeologists in the frame of a dedicated study, and 
a brief summary of this will constitute the entry “Tiergefäß (Philologisch)” in the Reallexikon 
der Assyriologie.

In addition, Soysal, in co-operation with Dr. Rukiye Akdo©an, the curator of the Museum 
of Ancient Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara, has edited nearly 400 unpublished tablets from 
Bo©azköy with the siglum “AnAr” in a cuneiform publication entitled Ankara Arkeoloji 
Müzesinde Bulunan Bo©azköy Tabletleri II (ABoT II), which was successfully completed in 
May 2008 and submitted to the Oriental Institute in October 2008 for publication.

——————————

Gil J. stein

In July–August 2008 Gil J. Stein began a new field project in Syria, the Joint Syrian-American 
excavations at Tell Zeidan. Tell Zeidan is a large, prehistoric site spanning the sixth though the 

oi.uchicago.edu



154 the oRientAl institute

IndIvIdual ReseaRch

fifth millennia b.c., that is, Halaf, Ubaid, and Late Chalcolithic 1–2 periods. Tell Zeidan seems 
to have been a major town or regional center in the Ubaid period, roughly 5300–4500 b.c. The 
excavations are seeking to understand how the Ubaid culture spread from its original homeland 
into neighboring areas such as north Syria, while also examining the social, political, and eco-
nomic organization of Ubaid society. A fuller description of the excavations is presented in the 
Tell Zeidan Project Report in this Annual Report.

Gil has also been continuing with the analysis of materials from his 1992–97 excavations at the 
fourth-millennium b.c. town of Hacınebi, in the Euphrates Valley of southeast Turkey. Hacınebi 
was a local Anatolian town where merchants from the Uruk culture of southern Mesopotamia 
established a trading colony in about 3700 b.c. Oriental Institute Volunteer Irene Glasner has 
helped us make major progress in scanning the slides of the Late Chalcolithic small finds from 
the site. Irene has scanned more than 2,500 slides and checked their numbers and captions against 
the photo logs. She has reached the halfway point in this massive undertaking, which should be 
completed in the coming year.

In April 2009 Gil was invited to present a lecture at the Anthropology Department of the 
University of California, San Diego; the topic of his talk was “The Emergence of Complexity 
in the Ubaid Period of Greater Mesopotamia: Local Identities and Inter-Regional Interaction in 
the 5th Millennium B.C.” On May 12, 2009, he presented the keynote lecture at the annual Rall 
Symposium at North Central College in Naperville, Illinois. It was a special pleasure to re-affirm 
the ties between the Oriental Institute and North Central College, since the latter institution is the 
alma mater of Oriental Institute founder James Henry Breasted. On June 22, 2009, Gil presented 
the preliminary results of the 2008 excavations at Tell Zeidan at a “brown-bag” lunchtime lecture 
at the Oriental Institute. He also conducted a training workshop on archaeological excavation 
methods for a group of six Iraqi archaeological conservators and cultural heritage specialists who 
were participating in a six-month training program as part of the Iraqi Cultural Heritage Program 
(ICHP), sponsored by the Field Museum in co-operation with the Oriental Institute. 

In 2008, Gil published one article, “A Theoretical Model for Political Economy and Social 
Identity in the Old Assyrian Trading Colonies of Anatolia,” in the Turkish Academy of Sciences 
journal of archaeology, TÜBA-AR.

——————————

emily Teeter 

Emily Teeter continues to work on the small finds from Medinet Habu and to finalize a book 
on ancient Egyptian religion for Cambridge University Press. The Medinet Habu volume should 
be at the printer by the time you read this, and the religion manuscript will also have been deliv-
ered, so she is looking forward to moving on to new projects. In the old projects column is her 
continuing collaboration with Branislav Andelkovic, working on the Egyptian collection at the 
University of Belgrade. 

Publications for the year included co-editing the catalog The Life of Meresamun: A Temple 
Singer in Ancient Egypt for the Oriental Institute special exhibit of the same name, a festschrift 
article on a Middle Kingdom statue head in our collection, and another on the connections be-
tween the Oriental Institute, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Field Museum. Several articles 
on Meresamun also appeared in the journal KMT. 
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