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Chicago Humanities Day. Emily also spoke in the Works of the Mind Series on “Egyptomania! 
James Henry Breasted and the Birth of America Egyptology” in conjunction with the Pioneers 
to the Past exhibit. 

Emily attended several meetings of the Board of the American Research Center as well as 
the Annual Meeting held in Oakland. In April she escorted a group from the University of To-
ronto and the Art Institute of Chicago to Egypt and Jordan, with a few spare days to meet with 
American Research Center in Egypt staff in Cairo. 

——————————

Theo van den hout

Besides his work as chair of the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations 
(NELC), on the Chicago Hittite Dictionary, and his classes, Theo van den Hout submitted 
several manuscripts for articles. Two of these were in connection with conferences he attended: 
one on administration in the Hittite Empire held in Pavia, Italy (see last year’s report), the other 
in Leiden in December of 2009 on palaeography and the origins of the Hittite cuneiform script. 
A shorter German version of the latter was delivered late in January 2010 in Berlin, while a 
somewhat more popularized version will appear in the catalog for the upcoming special exhibit 
Visible Language: Inventions of Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond here at the 
Oriental Institute. It has long been unclear from whom the Hittites borrowed their cuneiform 
script. It looks Babylonian but cannot have been adopted straight from there, both from the point 
of view of specific sign shapes and for historical reasons. The much closer north Syrian area and 
especially the town of Alalakh have been mentioned as a possible source, but the script of the 
latter settlement, although quite similar, also seems to show some deviations that always stood 
in the way of an easy identification. Now, a careful palaeographic analysis of the Alalakh cunei-
form variant and some traits of the oldest Hittite texts that had been largely ignored in the past 
make Alalakh and the north Syrian area a very likely candidate as the direct source of the Hittite 
script. Historically, it fits well since the Old Hittite kings Hattusili I and his grandson Mursili I 
campaigned actively in that part of the ancient Near East in the second half of the seventeenth 
century bc. 

Other manuscripts submitted by Theo in the past year included a contribution to a festschrift 
for a colleague (on so-called wood scribes), one on Hittite historiography, and one for a volume 
on Anatolia for Oxford University Press. Theo also submitted to Cambridge University Press 
the final manuscript of his textbook The Elements of Hittite, due out this year. Apart from the 
conferences already mentioned in Leiden and Berlin in the winter, Theo was one of the speakers 
at the Oriental Institute mini-series on Creation Stories in October. 

Since the previous Annual Report, the following publications have appeared in print: “A 
Century of Hittite Text Dating and the Origins of the Hittite Cuneiform Script,” Incontri Lin-
guistici 32 (2009): 11–35; “Reflections on the Origins and Development of the Hittite Tablet 
Collections in Æattuåa and Their Consequences for the Rise of Hittite Literacy,” in Central-north 
Anatolia in the Hittite Period: New Perspectives in Light of Recent Research, edited by F. Pec-
chioli Daddi, G. Torri, and C. Corti, pp. 71–96 (Acts of the International Conference Held at the 
University of Florence, February 7–9, 2007; Studi Asiana 5; Rome: Herder, 2009); “Randnoti-
zen zu einigen Briefen aus Ma®at Höyük,” in Festschrift für Gernot Wilhelm anlässlich seines 
65. Geburtstages am 28. Januar 2010, edited by Jeanette Fincke, pp. 394–402 (Dresden: Islet, 
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2009); “A Note on Hittite Envelopes and HKM 86” (with Cem Karasu), in Pax Hethitica: Stud-
ies on the Hittites and Their Neighbours in Honour of Itamar Singer, edited by Yoram Cohen, 
Amir Gilan, and Jared L. Miller, pp. 372–77 (Studien zu den Bo©azköy Texten 51; Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, 2010), 372–77. Two long entries came out in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie 
volume 12: “Schaf. B. Bei den Hethitern,” pp. 121–26, and “Schreiber. D. Bei den Hethitern,” 
pp. 273–80. Finally, Theo wrote a brief article for children on the Luwian Hieroglyphic script 
entitled “Let’s Talk Luwian,” in Dig, February 2010, p. 22. 

——————————

donald Whitcomb

Donald Whitcomb left the last account of the individual research happily engaged in archaeo-
logical visits and research based at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. With the end of the school 
year, Donald’s wife Janet Johnson was able to make her first visit to Israel. Of course this meant 
tours, but with a difference: Gideon Avni generously showed both around Jerusalem, including 
some places Don had not seen before; then they went to Caesarea with Ken Holum, its long-time 
excavator (and Yael Arnon, who engaged them in lively debates on multitudes of archaeological 
problems for the Islamic periods — more than Jan wished to hear). Next, they participated in an 
impromptu workshop organized by Edna Stern and Katherine Burke on Islamic ceramics. Then 
he took a trip south for a conference at Ben Gurion University in Beersheva, but mainly an excuse 
to visit a few of the sites in the Negev (Donald did try his hand at “gender archaeology” with a 
paper on the “Ladies of Quseir”).

Jan returned to Chicago in early July, just before Don participated in the “From Jahiliyya 
to Islam” conference; this is a very prestigious event at Hebrew University, which included a 
day of archaeological papers this year. He revised some old ideas on the origins of the mosque 
before a very knowledgeable and critical audience. In the last few weeks, Don wrapped up some 
long-standing papers on Islamic archaeology of Caesarea and Jerusalem. He was able to visit 
Rafi Greenberg’s excavations at Khirbat Kerak (Beit Yerach), a site well known to the Oriental 
Institute. This year Rafi was working with a talented archaeologist, Taufik Dea’dle, on the Islamic 
component hoping to confirm Don’s ideas on its medieval importance as Sinnabra. Both Rafi and 
Taufik are actively engaged in Community Archaeology, the involvement of local populations 
both Arab and Jewish in their understanding and appreciation of their archaeological heritage, in 
what Rafi calls “multivocular” approaches.

Finally, just before leaving Israel, Donald was able to attend a conference by the World 
Archaeological Congress in Ramallah. This was a wonderful opportunity to renew his acquain-

tance and meet many Palestinian archaeologists and 
hear about progress on the West Bank. Don spoke with 
Hamdan Taha, director of the Palestinian Department 
of Archaeology, about his hopes for the site of Khirbat 
al-Mafjar. With the strong encouragement of Gil Stein, 
this led to a special visit to Ramallah, in March, for 
detailed plans for this site. Thus, the spring presenta-
tion of archaeological projects of the Oriental Institute 
included its newest, and very prestigeous, excavation 
plans for the site of Khirbat al-Mafjar. The site is a 
magnificent early Islamic palace complex filled with 
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