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introduction

Gil J. Stein

it is a privilege to present you with the Oriental institute Annual Report for 2011–2012. This 
has been a year of significant accomplishments and improvements in our research, programs, 
and staff.

The momentous political changes that are taking place across the modern Middle East as 
the part of the “Arab Spring” continued to have major impacts on the work of the institute. 
Most notably, the upheaval and ongoing revolution in Syria made it impossible for foreign 
scholars to conduct research in that country. As a result, Clemens Reichel was forced to close 
his excavations at Hamoukar in the northeast, while Gil Stein also suspended his excavations 
at Tell Zeidan in the Euphrates River Valley. We have to accept the strong probability that it 
will be several years before political and security conditions stabilize to a point where we can 
resume our excavations and joint research in Syria. These projects continue in the analyses 
of their excavation results from the seasons up through 2010.

The news is much better for our field projects elsewhere in the Middle East. Our six on-
going excavations span a range of 6,000 years of cultural development across the “cradle of 
civilization.” in Egypt, nadine Moeller’s excavations at Edfu and Mark Lehner’s work on the 
Giza plateau continue to make remarkable discoveries that give new insights into Egyptian 
urbanism in the third and second millennia bc. in israel, Yorke Rowan’s dig at Marj Rabba is 
giving us the first real view of village life and economic organization in the enigmatic Chal-
colithic period of the fifth millennium bc. In the Palestinian Authority, Don Whitcomb’s joint 
Palestinian-American excavations at Khirbet al-Mafjar — islamic Jericho — are changing the 
way we understand the early islamic Ummayad and Abbasid periods. in eastern Turkey, David 
Schloen’s excavations at Zincirli continue to expose broad areas of the lower town, helping 
us to better understand the provincial organization of the neo-Assyrian empire, while Scott 
branting’s excavations at Kerkenes in central Turkey are exploring a major urban center of 
the Phrygian kingdom of King Midas on the Anatolian Plateau.

Ray Johnson and his team continue the important research of the Epigraphic Survey at 
Chicago House in Luxor, Egypt. The work of recording the reliefs, organizing the blockyard, 
architectural restoration, and cultural heritage preservation at Luxor and Medinet Habu 
range from Middle Kingdom temples to the Roman-period Domitian gate. 

The Hittite Dictionary under Theo van den Hout and Harry Hoffner has completed the 
letter ši- — this volume is now in press. As editor of the Demotic Dictionary, Jan Johnson (and 
all of us in the Oriental Institute community) can take great pride in the completion of this 
monumental research tool after more than four decades. The Chicago Demotic Dictionary 
will revolutionize the study of the Hellenistic and Roman periods in Egypt and is a truly great 
scholarly achievement.

in 2012, the Oriental institute started a new project of cultural heritage preservation 
through the Oriental institute-national Museum of Afghanistan Partnership. This program, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, is a three-year effort that will develop a data-
base for the national Museum in Kabul and will conduct the first complete inventory of its 
estimated 70,000 objects.

introduction
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Within the Oriental Institute’s museum, Chief Curator Jack Green oversaw the develop-
ment and installation of a new special exhibit Picturing the Past: imaging and imagining the 
Ancient Middle East, working with Special Exhibits Coordinator Emily Teeter. We are also 
delighted to have finally published Ancient Israel, a book that highlights the treasures in the 
Haas and Schwartz Megiddo Gallery.

Our Public Education section saw a major transition with the retirement of its depart-
ment head, Carole Krucoff, after twenty years of devoted service. Carole has shaped the de-
partment and while we wish her well, we will all miss her collegiality and creativity. in 2011 
and 2012, the Oriental Institute also welcomed Amy Weber as our new membership director 
and Tracy Tajbl as our new director of development.

As the academic year 2011–2012 ends, the Oriental institute is strong in its staff, its 
projects, and its research.

————————————————————
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