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The name "Coffin Texts" is given by Egyptologists to a body of 
mortuary literature commonly written in ink on the inner surfaces of 
Egyptian coffins dating from the centuries immediately before and 
after 2000 B.C. After many years spent in the collection of the materi
al, publication began in 1935. The texts themselves have been pub
lished in seven volumes, all from the hand of Professor Adriaan de 
Buck. Since the untimely death of Dr. de Buck, work on the transla
tions, indexes, and glossary is being continued by his assistant, Dr. 
Tjalling Bruinsma. 

Middle Kingdom coffin from Saqqarah in Egypt 

28 

oi.uchicago.edu




