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In the autumn of 1974, the Oriental Institute Expedition to Nippur, 
Iraq, was scheduled for its thirteenth season. By early September most 
of the staff members were already in the Near East prepared to meet 
in Baghdad. The season, however, did not take place because of in
ternal Iraqi problems, and the staff was called home. The work will 
resume in the autumn of 1975. 

Although we did not excavate during the last year, we did much 
work on the analysis and publication of the eleventh and twelfth 
seasons (1972-73). The preliminary report on the eleventh season, to 
appear in a few months as "Oriental Institute Communications," No. 
22, is in galley proofs. The manuscript for the twelfth season, co-
authored by Judith Franke and me, is finished and went to the editor 
in June. This report will be published as "Oriental Institute Commu
nications," No. 24. Short summary articles on the twelfth season have 
appeared during the last year in the journals Expedition, Iraq, and 
Sumer. 

Analyses of the animal bones from former seasons have been done 
by Prof. J. Boessneck of Munich. His work indicates that in Old Baby
lonian Nippur (ca. 1800 B.C.) people ate sheep, goats, cows, pigs, and 
fish as well as gazelle, birds, and turtles. Seeds found in similar histori
cal levels are still being identified. The results will fill in our picture 
of ancient diet, complementing what is known from cuneiform docu
ments. 

Dr. Peter Mehringer of Washington State University has almost 
completed his work on the pollen samples from the last two seasons 
and has indications of a cycle of cultivation, marsh, and desert that 
may have been operative throughout Mesopotamian history. 

Dr. Michael Bates of the American Numismatic Society has studied 
a hoard of 76 Islamic coins found on the top of the mound and has 
concluded that, in addition to coins from the expected mints in Iraq 
and Iran, there is also a group from North Africa. 

The pottery from Nippur is being analyzed in different ways by 
Judith Franke, Paul Zimansky, and William Dodge. Part of their 
findings will appear in OIC 24, and further work will be incorporated 
in future reports. 

27 

oi.uchicago.edu



In the autumn of 1975, we expect to continue exposing the temples 
in our Area WA and expand the location we call Area WB, where we 
have found large private houses owned by bakers. On the lower slopes 
of the mound, near the expedition house, we will open a new area to 
search for part of the city wall and houses of the second millennium 
B.C. W e will also have with us a geomorphologist, who will sink pits in 
places where we think the ancient Euphrates used to run. He will also 
carry out other research to test for the cycle of cultivation, marsh, and 
desert indicated in the Mehringer pollen profiles. 

For our long-term planning, the most important event of the last 
year may well have been the founding of Friends of Nippur. This 
group of about 120 individuals supports our research through mem
berships and by working for various events. In the past nine months 
we have published a handsome brochure on Nippur and held several 
social events, a very successful auction of Near Eastern craft items, 
and a set of lectures on Mesopotamian civilization. 

Friends of Nippur 

FOUNDING MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey W. Branigar, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gaylord Donnelley 
Mrs. G. Corson Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daggett Harvey 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Livingood 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen A. Lloyd 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Phillip Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Hermon Dunlop Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Byron Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Tieken 
Mr. Chester D. Tripp f 
Mrs. Chester D. Tripp 
Mr. & Mrs. Roderick S. Webster 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Dorothy Hamrin, Chairman 
Mr. Jack D. Beem 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Blomstrom 
Mr. Harvey W. Branigar, Jr. 
Mr. Peter T. Daniels 
Mrs. G. Corson Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin W. Gaber 
Mr. McGuire Gibson 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Haines 

Mr. Donald Hamrin 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Maher 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Olsen 
Mrs. Rhoda Orner 
Mrs. Homer Rosenberg 
Mrs. Theodore Tieken 
Mrs. Susan Trevelyan-Syke 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Winans 

PATRON 

Mrs. Mary Aiken Littauer 

SPONSORS 

Mr. & Mrs. George G. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Haas 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Mrs. Alice Judson Ryerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Thienpont 
Mrs. John Weber 

ASSOCIATES 

Miss Marjorie Elswick 
Mrs. Mary Fahrenwald 
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Mr. Bertrand Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Hapgood 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jorgensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Rosenberg 
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold L. Tanis 

MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis D. Arkow 
Ms. Elizabeth Blake 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Braidwood 
Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Burhoe 
Mrs. Linn K. Buss 
Mr. William J. Clancy III 
Mrs. J. R. DePencier 
Mr. Lowell B. Dwinell 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. Hans G. Giiterbock 
Ms. Alice E. Haines 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Haines, Jr. 
Mrs. Alice Hall 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy S. Harrison 

Dr. Ingrid P. Heisler 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Imberman 
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert S. Jacker 
Mr. & Mrs. Wylie Logan Jones 
Mrs. Frances R. Kallison 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan D. Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. W. La Mere 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold H. Lundberg 
Mrs. Ida A. McPherson 
Mrs. Marie Cowan Metcalfe 
Mr. & Mrs. Miodrag Nedic 
Mrs. C. A. Novotny 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul J. Patchen 
Mrs. A. Prausnitz 
Miss Ethel Schenk 
Mr. Jay Schmidt 
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Schroeder 
Dr. E. B. Silberstein 
Prof. & Mrs. Clyde Curry Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Swanson 
Mrs. Eleanor R. Swift 
Dr. Harry K. Waddington 
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