
KARL BUTZER'S research centered in part on the role of 
recurrent Nile failures or repeated, excessive floods in 
helping to explain the economic decline of Egypt during 
the 2nd, 6th-10th, 12th-13th, and 20th dynasties. A 
paper on "Water, Irrigation, and Society in Pharaonic 
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Egypt" was delivered at the American Anthropological 
Society annual meetings, and Mr. Butzer gave the 
Trumbull Lectures at Yale University on the themes 
"The Environmental Background to Egyptian History" 
and "Settlement, Irrigation, and Political Development 
in Predynastic and Pharaonic Egypt." 
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